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Lesson Calendar 


1 Sam. 8 : 1-10 


1. July 5.—Israel Asking fora King ....... 
2. July 12.—Saul Chosen King .......... 1 Sam. 10 : 17-27 
3- July 19.—Samuel’s Farewell Address . . 1 Sam. 12 : 13-25 
4. July 26.—Saul Rejected as King. . . . . Sam. 15: 13-23 
5. August 2.—Samuel Anoints David. ....... 1 Sam. 16; 4-13 
6. August 9.—David and Goliath. ........ 1 Sam. 17 : 38-49 
7. August 16.—Saul Tries to Kill David ...... 1 Sam, 18 : 5-16 
8. August 23.—David and Jonathan ....... 1 Sam. 20 : 12-23 
g. August 30.—David Spares Saul... .. . 1 Sam. 26: 5-12, 21-25 
10. September 6.—Death of Saul and Jonathan. . . 1 Sam. 31 : 1-13 
11. September 13.—David becomes King. ...... 2 Sam. 2: 1-10 
12. September 20.—Abstinence from Evil : Temper- 
Re ee ee creo 1 Pet. 4: t-n1 
13. September 27.—Review. 





Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 
(Furnished by the International Bible Reading Association.) * 


Monday.—t Sam. 12: I-12. 
Tuesday.—1 Sam. 12 : 13-25. 
Wednesday.—Deut. 30: 10-20... 
Thursday.—Josh, 24: 14-25 .... 
Friday.—Psa. 81: 8-16... . 
Saturday.—Lev. 26: 1-13. . ‘ 
Sunday.—Acts 20:17-27.... 
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The Dead Sea 
By the Rev. William P. Finney 


LOOKED upon a sea, 
And lo! ’twas dead, 
Although by Hermon’s snows 

And Jordan fed. 


. .. . . The upright judge 
. Samuel s farewell address 
. . . ‘Good and evil”’ 
. . Joshua's exhortation 
. Folly of disobedience 

+ +6 6 9 6 SeOeeNOS 

. Fidelity in service 


How came a fate so dire ? 
The tale’s soon told : 

All that it got it kept, 
And fast did hold. 


All tributary streams 
Found here their grave, 

Because this sea received 
But never gave. 


7 
O sea that’s dead! teach me 
To know and feel 
That selfish grasp and greed 
My doom will seal. 


And, Lord, help me my best, 
Myself, to give, 
That I may others bless, 
And, like thee, live. 
Moorgstowy, N. J. 








Dr. Jesse Lyman Hurlbut’s popular ** Lesson Outline"’ 
now appears regularly in The Sunday School Times. 


% 
Trustees, Not Owners 


Money is given of God to us as trustees, not as 
beneficiaries. Like the recipient of the talents, we 
must invest for him, and we have no more right to use 
what he entrusts to us against his interests than has 
an executor to use the funds of an estate as his own. 
Wo to the unfaithful trustee whose funds do not yield 
God a profit, or who, still worse, buys with them evil ! 
The money itself, cankered with selfishness, rusted 
with wrong, shall at the last bear silent witness against 
unfaithfulness. 

aK 


Don’t Flicker ! 


High standards are often, perhaps oftenest, found 
in lowly places. An old darkey in the south, who 
proudly called himself «* The Drummer's Friend,’’ and 
who lived to make-himself useful to travelers passing 
through his city, was telling with honest satisfaction 
of the confidence that had been placed in him by a 
commercial traveler. ‘‘ He opened up his cases of 





_ tion. 


samples in his hotel room,"’ he said, ‘‘and he put me 
in charge of 'em, and he said to me, ‘ Now, don't you 
let anybody come in here or touch a thing while I'm 
out.’ There was more than two thousand dollars’ 
worth of goods in those cases, and he opened ‘em 
right up and left’em with me. And,’’ said the old 
fellow very seriously, ‘‘if I'd'‘a’ flickered, I'd 'a’ lost 
my rep.’ Oh, for men and women to take every 
situation in life in that same spirit! For the ‘‘rep.’’ 
goes when we ‘‘ flicker,’’ whether we think so or not. 


x 
True and Counterfeit Courage 


It would seem as though courage were an easily 
recognized trait of character,—that a deed could 
not be taken for brave unless it really were brave. 
And yet, perhaps, no quality of mind is more easily 
masked or counterfeited. Much that passes for brav- 
ery is sheer insensibility, failure to take in the situa- 
A superficial or a self-confident person may 
seem brave just because he does not see or feel the 
importance of danger. Ribot, the distinguished psy- 
chologist, says, ‘‘A complete idiot shows no signs of 
fear." Real courage is apprehensiye. Fear is an 
essential element of true bravery. And the man who 
is strong enough to march into danger while fully see- 
ing, and even fearing, it is the man that makes a true 
hero. The man who is never afraid has reason to 
fear himself. 

x 


Dead Yet Speaking 


Dead men win many battles. America has been 
often led to victory by Washington since he died. 
The words, the example, and influence of Lincoln de- 
cide in questions and struggles which we face to-day. 


x 


Placing t 


HE more one gains experience, the more he is dis- 
posed to distrust ‘* personalities.’’ In our earlier 
reforming moods, when we have been made in- 

dignant by abuses or wrongs, our first instinctive ten- 
dency is to fasten the blame very directly upon some 
person, and to sum up the wrong in his name. _Per- 
sonification is very natural to children. It seems the 
easiest thing to do, and enables them apparently to 
grasp matters in a more convenient form. But great 
wrongs or abuses are not met or dealt with satisfactorily 
in this concrete form, as one finds out after a time 
who has tried to meet them after this fashion. 

It is often an astonishment to us to see how a states- 
man, or even a politician, and many another reformer 
who has some point to carry, goes along in his work 
without ever saying, in so many words, just who is to 
blame for the bad state of things he is trying to cor- 
rect. To us the whole wrong seems plainly and con- 
veniently embodied in one or two persons ; they rep- 
resent the whole trouble; let us get rid of them, 
we feel like saying. This would seem to be the most 
direct and reasonable way, but it seldom works as it 
logically ought to, so that, though using what seems 
to us the most honest and downright method, we have 
to admit that the good cause we were trying to ad- 
vance does not get forward. Yet when we know 
what is the matter, know that the trouble is summed 
up in certain individuals, why beat about the bush 
and treat the matter as if it were an abstraction? 
How often a blunt, honest man feels just like this, 
saying to himself, ‘‘I know where the trouble lies, 
and I can not sincerely act as if it lay anywhereelse."’ 
So he goes to work to deal with some folks personally. 
He names them, but, instead of simplifying matters, 
he is soon lost in a new set of entanglements. 



















































































In our own lives there is some one whose memory 
enables us to win a struggle against temptation, to 
continue in a battle against a wrong. And our dead 
self, our dead past, rises often to make a decision or 
settle a conflict that the present requires. In an old 
English ballad the poet sings of the way in which 
youth moulds age, and the past decides the present : 


‘* T saw a dead man win a fight, 
I think that man was I.’’ 


What we have been helps us or hinders us in what we 
are or in what we want to be. Let us watch then 
what enters into our past, for it may be always 
present. It may be present after we are passed away 
from earth. Let us see in what we do the threefold 
significance—in that we-do it, in that it will always 
be done, in that it will always be alive and doing. 


x— 
Christ-Lighted Faces 


Not only in. our acts, but in our expression of face, 
does the spirit within us show. ‘How we think may 
indeed be concealed in our chosen words, but what 
we are is all the time disclosing itself in our faces, both 
when we purpose to show our Spirit, and when we evi- 
dence it unconsciously. One in whom Christ lives, 
steadily grows to be Christlike in looks. The face 
of such a disciple is a constant witness for his Master. 
As we look into the illuminated face, we see the reflec- 
tion of the illuminating Saviour. Thus it is that ‘‘we 
all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the 
glory of the Lord, are transformed into the same image 
from glory to glory, even as from the Lord the Spirit."’ 
How we have all been brought nearer to Christ by the 
look of some Christ-lighted face which we know! If 
we live near to Christ, or if Christ lives in us, our very 
faces may become witnesses for our Saviour. 


~ 


he Blame 


If there is anything to be learned from the success- 
ful, it is this habit of denying themselves the luxury 
of personalities. They have learned better. It sim- 
ply does not work ; no doubt it ought to, but it does 
not. On some occasigns they will be as downright as 
need be with particular individuals who block the 
way, but they have learned that, on the whole, this 
personal downrightness is something to be sparingly 
used, because it is more than likely to defeat its own 
ends. If we cannot withhold a certain admiration 
from those Spartan honesties which have it right out 
with people on the spot, it is none the less true that 
we hesitate to entrust to such people our most impor- 
tant affairs, preferring that they should be managed by 
those who turn the edge of sharp situations by a little 
saving abstractness. 

When there is trouble anywhere, it is always safest 
to begin by asking what is to blame, rather than who 
is to blame. It may turn out, of course, that the 
blame rests very plainly upon some one person, but 
no time is really lost Ly this amenity of treating the 
difficulty as if it were something atmospheric. For 
one reason, it gives an opportunity to the troublesome 
person to stop what he is doing and get into the right 
position before it is too late, as he will often do on 
finding out, in this indirect way, that his position is 
getting dangerous. Make the personal issue, and he 
will simply harden in his attitude and brave it out, 
lest he should seem to be conquered by another per- 
son ; waive that issue, and he may get around on the 
side where he belongs without having to surrender 
too much of his pride. If he will do so, why, so 
much the better for all concerned. We can dispense 
with the luxury of awful examples. 

Again, you cannot make the personal issue without 
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making it with a great many more people than the 
one or two you have in mind, They all have rela- 
tives, they all have friends. Of course, theoretically 
people ought not to have relatives or friends, —every 
man should stand by himself, we say. Doubtless ; 
but on the whole it is a very good thing that every 
man in this world is more or less bound up with several 
others, for, while he may do a great deal more harm 
on that account, the opposite is also true, that, if any 
good gets his way, it is also bound to go a little farther. 
The world is not badly arranged, if one only gets the 
hang of it; and that is our business, —to get the hang 
of it. 

Evil is not so plain and intelligible a thing as we 
think it when we suppose it to be simply a matter of 
a few persons. When they go wrong or co wrong 
they are the spokesmen, not only of themselves, but 
of a spirit or tendency beyond and outside themselves. 
This, too, must be dealt with. Paul said we wrestle 
not with flesh and blood, but with principalities and 
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powers, with tendencies, with atmospheric influences ; 
and everybody knows that, after all, there is nothing 
more real than an atmosphere in thought or morals. 
A tendency ¢an be fought, and, slow as this method 
may seem, greater headway is made in fighting that 
than in spending all our strength running after persons 
to locate the blame upon them. 

Personalities react upon us, and embroil us in a 
thousand side issues which we did not mean to take 
up ; but, having taken them up, we have to go through 
with them, leaving the real issue to suffer many ad- 
journments, or sometimes even a total eclipse. Always 
get things done without personalities, if possible. 
Realize how much good may be accomplished, even 
if your own feelings and pride are hurt. Be sure it 
is principle you care for, and not simply your own 
feelings. When, therefore, any of us come to a dif- 
ficulty, and instinctively ask the cause of it, it is 
safer to begin by asking what is to blame, rather than 
who is to blame. 











NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


























No attention will be paid to anonymous letters. 


Why Dr. Schauffler Said It 


Tributes to the rare value of Dr. Schauffler's 
series now running in The Sunday School Times on 
‘Secrets of Successful Teaching ’’ have been so nu- 
merous and so unqualified, since the appearance of 
his first article, that it is only surprising that a word 
on the other side should not have put in its appear- 
ance long before now. The series is really too good 
to merit the wo that, is pronounced upon whatsoever 
all men ‘shall speak well of,'’ and the fly in the 
ointment is discovered at last. It is a valued friend 
of The Sunday School Times, one whose Bible-class 
work has made his name known and honored in Sun- 
day-school circles far beyond his own state, who writes 
in sturdy protest of the ‘‘abominable’’ slip made by 
‘*the gentleman with the German name.”’ 

It is surprising that a gentleman with so German a name as 
Schauffler (A. F., D.D.) should turn the well-known German 
expression, ‘' Dann ging mir ein Licht auf,’ into such abomi- 
nable English as ‘' Then a light went up to me"’ (see The Sun- 
day School ‘Times of June 13, 1903, page 300). ‘The expression 
as generally used in German is, ‘' Je/st yeht mir ein Licht auf,” 
and the meaning in English would be best expressed, ‘* Now 
I see the thing clearly.’ In view of the inquiries the Doctor 
stated he had made, perhaps it would have been more eupho- 
nious to say in English, '‘ Then it dawned on me,"’ ete. Sorry 
to trouble you about this matter, but I dislike to have my 
mother-tongue murdered, even when it is done in bad English. 

If the defender of his mother-tongue could have sat 
in the lecture hall of the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky, last December, 
and heard Dr, Schauffler, after telling of his perplexity 
over the remarkable results of a guestionaire issued 
by a new-school paidologist, roll out in his rich tones 
the German expression, ‘‘ Dann ging mir ein Licht 
auf,’’ and then quaintly put the German idiom into 
the exactly literal and absurd English translation, 
spoken deliberately and with great seriousness, ‘‘ Zhen 
a light went up to me /*’ he would have joined heartily 
in the roar of laughter that made the halls of that 
revered place echo. There are occasions where a 
smoothly-flowing modern American translation of a 
foreign phrase is flat and commonplace in comparison 
with an angular, literal rendering of the foreign idiom 
itself. ‘This was one of those occasions. The Times 
is only sorry that it cannot reproduce these articles, by 
means of phonograph and kinetoscope, in the voice 
and the surroundings that originally gave them such 
added charm. 

Pd 


Wanted—A Concise Guide ! 


Why cannot we have something briefer than the 
‘*Sum of the Ten Commandments "’ or the ‘‘ Golden 
Rule’’ to indicate a man’s duty to his fellows and to 
God? It takes so much time to study, or even to 
read, the briefest and most compact treatise of plain 
duty and of common errors, that many a man longs 
for something more concise. An interested corre- 
spondent from British Columbia comes with the fol- 
lowing request in this line : 

Your article on Emerson, in the issue of May 23, has given 
me a taste to see it worked out further. Could you not give 
some illustrations near to life that would enable the ‘‘ average "’ 
man to find himself, and not have to undo any errors that he 
might fall into ? 

The Bible, written by men inspired of God, seems 
to be the best work that men, with God's help, could 


do in that line, as a basis of instruction and sugges- 
tion. But even the Old Testament and the New 
require careful and constant study to enable one to 
separate truth from error, the right declarations from 
the wrong. The words of Moses and the words of 
Satan are both in the Old Testament. A man must 
know enough to realize whose words he is reading. 
In the New Testament, the words of Jesus and the 
words of those who opposed him are near each other. 
Many a reader fails to see the fundamental difference 
in these utterances. Study, constant alertness, and 
a right spirit, are requisite to separate the truth from 
error by the average mind in the reverent use of the 
Bible. 

It is the constant endeavor of the editors of The 
Sunday School Times to write, or to get others to write, 
such directions or suggestions as will make the truths 
of the Bible helpful to the average mind. Yet no 
editor or contributor of The Sunday School Times 
thinks that he can make truth clearer or more concise 
than it is made in the Bible. Hence the Bible is 
still needed, together with study of the Bible, and 
study concerning its truths as written of in these pages 
and elsewhere. 

-— 


Seminaries and the Sunday-School 
Few present-day indications in the religious 
world promise more for the future than the steadily 
increasing attention given by the theological semi- 
naries to the science and art of Sunday-school work. 
The past twelve months have witnessed notable events 
in this field. Kentucky was perhaps foremost in 
bringing the pastors, the seminaries, and the Sunday- 
school close together, through the Pastors’ Sunday- 
school Institute held in Louisville last December in 
conjunction with the brilliant course of lectures de- 
livered by Dr. A. F. Schauffler before the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, —the benefits of which 
course the readers of the Times are still reaping in 
the articles by Dr. Schauffler now running in these 
columns. A prominent Sunday-school worker in 
New Brunswick, noting the attention now being paid 
by some of the seminaries to Sunday-school work, 
writes : 
Has not Association work been the chief means used by 
God to bring about the introduction of Sunday-school science 
into seminary courses? Was the beloved Dr. John Broadus, 


while a member of the International Lesson Committee, a 
pioneer in introducing such ? 


Association work, or the organized interdenomina- 
tional work which is carried on under the auspices of 
the International Sunday-school Convention, is un- 
questionably a chief factor used of God in bringing 
Sunday-school work prominently to the attention of 
the seminaries. There is scarcely a first-class state 
or provincial Sunday-school convention held nowadays 
which does not give a full session on its program to 
the pastors in their relation to the Sunday-school. 
This session is often one of absorbing interest. And 
when the active pastors of our land are once thor- 
oughly aroused to the supreme claims of Sunday- 
school work, they will see to it that the seminaries, 
as the places where pastors are made, give attention 
in their curricula to the proper study of this phase of 
Christian work. That day seems near at hand. Pas 
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tors’ institutes are multiplying. Marion Lawrance, 
the International Sunday-school General Secretary, 
has more calls than he can accept, to address semina- 
ries and pastors’ gatherings on Sunday-school work. 
He gladly responds, so far as he can, to such calls, how- 
ever, realizing that no work that he can do is of more 
far-reaching importance. And so with Sunday-school 
field workers generally ; they are mightily being used 
of God to bring the Bible-studying work of the church 
into its rightful place before the church and the world. 

As for the relation of Dr. John A. Broadus (so widely 
known to Sunday-school workers in his life time 
through his contributions to The Sunday School 
Times) to this work, the inquiry was referred to his 
successor in the presidency of the Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, at Louisville, Kentucky, Presi- 
dent Edgar Y. Mullins, D.D., who writes in answer 
as follows : 


I am glad to answer your inquiry with reference to Dr. 
Broadus. I do not think it can be said that he was ‘‘ a pioneer 
in introducing Sunday-school science ito seminary courses."’ 
Dr. Broadus was a most thorough-going believer in the value 
of the Sunday-school, and was one of the editors of a Sunday- 
school periodical which was published in the South in the 
early years of the history of our seminary. Indeed, the influ- 
ence of the seminary was decidedly in favor of the Sunday- 
school in many ways. There was, however, no formal or 
technical incorporation of Sunday-school science into the 
seminary course. ‘The first step taken in that direction was our 
lecture course established two years ago. Of course, the Sun- 
day-school has always come in for a share of attention in the 
Pastoral Theology course, but this has been about what it is 
in other seminaries. 


Those who would like to know still more about 
these matters will be interested in the facts given in a 
little seven-cent pamphlet published by The Sunday 
School Times Co., entitled «‘ The Pastors, the Semi- 
naries, and the Sunday-school.’’ It contains articles 
by President Mullins, Professor E. A. Fox of the 
Kentucky Sunday-school Association, and Charles 
Gallaudet Trumbull, and an editorial article showing 
what some seventy-five theological seminaries are or 
are not doing for Sunday-school work. 


> 4 
Marion Lawrance’s 





Question Box 


The General Secretary of the International Sunday-school Conven- 
tion will answer here questions on Sunday-school matters—nof biblical 
questions—that are of general interest. If not answered here, they will 
be replied to ooreepally. Address “ Marion Lawrance’s Question 
Box,’’ The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 








Will you please inform me where I can obtain the red and 
blue buttons used in Sunday-school contests ? 

These buttons are sold at $3.50 for three hundred by the 
Rev. C. G. McNeill, 531 Garrard Street, Covington, Ken- 
tucky. You can have them made at short notice and at 
slight expense by applying to any manufacturers of such 
articles, . 





SABETHA, KAN.—How may a greater missionary spirit be 
aroused in the Sunday-school ?>—N. R. F. 

Take time and take pains to explain to the school what 
is going on in the world, especially what is being done by 
your own denomination. Give specific examples of mis- 
sionary work, Your missionary societies will furnish you 
all and more than you can use. 





WRENTHAM, MASss.—Will you kindly tell us how a class of 

irls about fifteen years of age can earn a little money for the 
Sendan-eshea! ? Our school is running in debt, and we would 
like to help it out.—M. L. B. 

1. Take subscriptions for some good magazine. 

2. Sell pictures like those furnished by The Perry Pic- 
tures Company and W. A. Wilde Company of Boston, and 
G. P. Brown & Co., 38 Lovett Street, Beverly, Massachu- 
setts. 

3. Sew carpet rags. Make a carpet and sell it, or make 
rugs from old ingrain carpets. 

4. Sell bottled extracts for flavoring, etc., or toilet 
articles, 

5. Or beautiful embossed mottoes and texts for wall 
decorations. 

6. Try to keep out of debt. 





CLIFTON, N. J.—For the better information of our teachers, 
we plan to present, in a series of papers, an account of the 
make-up of the International Lesson Committee, its conven- 
tion, and its work. After this, it is desired to take up the 
other organizations having direction of the Sunday-school 
forces throughout the world. Can you advise me where the 
information we need i§ to be found ? 

Splendid idea! The best accounts for our own country 
are to be found in the International reports. The reports 
of our Lesson and Executive Committees will be found 
very helpful indeed. If it is desired to go more into detail 
of the work the Lesson Committee has done, two little 
booklets will be helpful. One is called ‘* The Interna- 
tional Lesson System,’’ by Dr. H. M. Hamill, Nashville, 
Tennessee (5 cents). The other is ‘‘ A Short History of 
the International Lesson System,’’ by Dr. E. W. Rice, 
It is published by the American Sunday School Union, 
Philadelphia (25 cents). 
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The Transformation of a Bear’s Den 


*¢ Would you like to join the Home Department of our 
Sunday-school ?’’ asked the bright young woman who had 
been appointed a visitor. 

‘* Mercy, no!’’ snapped out the woman lying on a cot- 
bed, where she had been a sufferer many months from a 
broken hip which wouldn’t knit. ‘‘ Here I am, helpless 
and half blind, and you a-tantalizing of me asking me such 
questions. If you should ask me if I wanted this floor 
swept, and some decent gruel made, I’d have an answer 
soon enough,’’ 

The poor creature was famed for her sharp tongue, and 
the embarrassed young visitor was just about to retreat, 
saying to herself, ‘*I might have known better than to 
come to this bear’s den,’’ when she hesitated. The floor 
was covered with litter. The woman was tended and the 
housework done by her husband and son, who were away 
at work all day. Why should not she sweep the floor and 
make some gruel for the woman? She had that very morn- 
ing prayed the Lord to give her some special work to do 
for him. To be sure, she had not thought it would be like 
this. 

She took off her coat and hat, and, getting the broom, 
swept the floor of the room, which served as kitchen and 
dining-room ; and then she found the milk, and made 
some gruel. 

The woman ate it with evident satisfaction, saying only, 
**George al’ys burnt it. Men are such fools ’bout some 
things.”’ 

** Now,”’ said the visitor, ‘‘I am going to read the Sun- 
day-school lesson to you, and study it over with you, and 
ther I’ll take your name as anew member of our Home 
Department.”’ 

The woman grunted approval, and the wise visitor in her 
sweet voice read the lesson and the comments, and talked 
about it all ; and then she had the courage to offer a brief 
prayer. And she left, saying, ‘‘One week from to-day 
I’ll come again, and we’ll have some more broom and 
gruel and Bible.’’ 

She came, and for many weeks following. The woman 
never got able to walk to church, although she was later 
able to make her own gruel and care for herself, and to 
read the Sunday-school .<csson with some strong glasses 
the young lady got for her. Her husband and son became 
interested, and are now members of the pastor’s Bible class 
in that church. The woman has not joined the church, 
but she is greatly interested in Bible-study, and all her 
neighbors testify to the fact that much of her sharpness and 
bitterness has disappeared. She said to her pastor when 
he called, ‘‘ There are two things I believe in, anyway,— 
the Bible, and that young woman that came here to read it 
to me.’’—/Jennie M. Bingham, Malone, N. Y. 


4 > 
**While She Rocks the Baby” 


‘* My husband is not interested in the church, and ob- 
jects to my attending the services; and, besides, the baby 
keeps me at home,”’ said a parishioner whom I had missed 
from the meetings. ‘‘ But, oh,’’ she continued (and a new 
light came in her face), ‘‘ what comfort I find in the Home 
Department study! I read the text and the references, 
and the lesson helps, and get the greatest benefit from the 
study. I thought at first, ‘What time can I get for the 
Sunday-school lesson?’ Then I found that I could study 
while I was rocking the baby to sleep. Now, whenever I 
begin to get baby ready for his nap, I feel that I must have 
the lesson paper.’’ 

So this sister’s devotion to her Bible. lesson results in 
benefit to herself, is a silent witness to her disinterested 
husband, imparts an unconscious but certain influence to 
the boy in her arms, and gives encouragement to her pas- 
tor, who knows that, although some of the flock are miss- 
ing from the church-fold on Sunday, they are not going 
unfed, but are daily nurtured by the words of the Good 
Shepherd.—Rev. Edward B. Bagby, Washington, D.C. 


. 
How They Do It in St. Louis 


St. Mark’s English Evangelical Lutheran Church has, in 
Dr. Mosheim Rhodes, a pastor who is thoroughly inter- 
ested in the Sunday-school work, and his school’s Home 
Department has a splendid organization. Recently a 
Home Department Sunday was set apart, and the 11 A.M, 
service was made especially attractive with a special ser- 
mon, special music, and the whole service fitted to the 
occasion. The ‘* shut-ins’’ were sent for, and-taken home 
in carriages. A roll of honor was printed in the annual 
report of the department, which was made up of the names 
of those who studied every lesson during the year and 
made an offering. Thirty-two names, only two being those 
of men, were on the roll for 1901, and sixteen in 1902. 
This department numbers about one hundred and sixty 
members, but a curious fact is that during the first half of 
each of the past two years many more members were on 
the enrolment than in the last half of the year. The offer- 





This is the third instalment of The Sunday School 
Times’ new Home Department page, which . appears 
regularly once a month. On this page, as already an- 
nounced, are published true incidents of the work 
(nothing based on fancy—all that appears here is actual 
fact); tested, successful methods of Home Department 
work; news items that are of general interest; and 
occasionally special articles. The editors will welcome 
material on all these phases of the work from readers of 
the Times, and will pay for all original matter that they 
can use. Brief, striking incidents and fresh methods 
are especially desired. Questions on any phase of Home 
Department work will be answered here or by letter. 

This new feature of The Sunday School Times is in- 
tended to give it the additional touch that its Home De- 
partment friends have felt it needed to make it the ideal 
paper for regular use by Home Department workers and 
members. Already subscriptions are coming in from 
Home Department folks who are quick to see the new 
value the Times now has for their work. Those who 
would like to secure The Sunday School Times for 
themselves or their Home Departments will find on page 
343 a plan that will interest them. 














ings in the past two years amounted to $147.80, and after 
buying supplies, periodicals, and postage stamps for the 
entire two years, the department contributed $31.32 to the 
Sunday-school missionary fund. The Home Department 
Board managing the work comprises a superintendent, 
secretary, and missionary, with the superintendent of the 
Sunday-school and another worker, who have the assistance 
of thirteen visitors and ten messenger boys. 


% 
The Distributer of Good Literature 


On taking up the work of the Home Department twelve 
years ago in Connecticut, country districts were found 
with no literature, or only inferior secular reading. Asa 
solution of the problem, a church contributed tmrty dollars 
for papers which were mailed from the publishers to the 
individuals. But with a largely increased membership 
this became a financial impossibility. Papers and maga- 
zines were then gathered to help the deficiency. 

Next came the idea of a table in one corner of the 
church, on which members of the congregation place any- 
thing they can contribute. Everyone is likewise free to 
take home whatever they wish. What remains on this 
‘* literature table ’’ is assorted by the Home Department 
superintendent, made up into bundles, and addressed, 
each visitor delivering these packages with the quarterlies, 

It was next decided, by the Sunday-school committee, 
that the contributions from the Home Department could 
be used for the benefit of its members. This enables the 
department to subscribe for a few papers for families where 
there are children, A ‘‘ circulating library ’’ has also been 
started, with a few books of travel in the Holy Land and 
in mission fields and on general information. In each 
book is written the following : ‘‘ Home Department Cir- 
culating Library, No—. This book is at your disposal 
for the next quarter. Please add your name to the list 
of readers before returning it to the visitor.’’ 

Do you ask if the labor is appreciated ? It certainly is 
by a large proportion of those who accept it. The first 
literature is left with little comment. At the next call they 
are asked if they wish for more papers. If not, they are 
not troubled further, unless they need to be interested. 
If so, a single attractive paper or story is left for a few 
times until their interest is secured. If you lived on a farm 
three-and-a-half miles from church, caring for six children, 
and had no way of attending church or Sunday-school, 
would it be a help to receive illustrated papers for children 
and grown people when the quarterly came ? 

One mother says: ** The older children read the stories 
to the younger ones, and father reads to me, when he can, 
while I mend.’’ A woman, two miles from church, gives 
this testimony: ‘* It’s worth so much, when I’m alone, to 
have something good to read.’’ A German father and 
mother, who. cannot read, said: ‘“ Oh, yah, leave de 
papers ; de childrens, dey read to us.”” This opened the 
way for a gift of flowers and the manifestation of sympathy 
when blue-eyed Gretchen went to be with the angels. A 
mother, watching month after month by an invalid son, 
said, with tears in her eyes: ‘‘ Of course, we can’t take 
papers now. It’s so good to have them again, and stop 
thinking my own thoughts. I thank you so much.’’ In 
one case, fearing that a man would not allow the quarterly 
in his family, a Harper’s Magazine was put in the first 
bundle, and something of the kind goes in each time. Two 
of the children have joined the main school, and the visit- 
ors have been able to do several things to help in lifting 
the burden that rested on the mother. 

One year the church sent the Congregational Work to 
each family in the parish, and subscribed for twenty-five 
copiés monthly of the Connecticut Citizen for the literature 


table. An individual, co-operating with the department, 
sent Sabbath Reading and The American Messenger to 
thirty-five families. The department placed fifteen copies 
of the Wellspring among its members, and nine hundred 
papers and magazines were sent in the bundles. Try this 
good literature work, and you will go on your way re- 
joicing.— From a Connecticut Superintendent. 


% 
Ask Mrs. Stebbins ! 


One of the most prominent Home Department workers in America, 
Mrs. Flora V. Stebbins, Home Department Secretary of Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island, will answer in this column questions 
bearing on any phase of this work. Send your questions to “ Mrs. 
Stebbins, care of The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa.” If a reply by mail is desired, enclose stamp. 





Some of the young people belonging to our Christian En- 
deavor Society wish to be Home Department visitors. ‘They 
are very inexperienced, and | fear to give them a class, yet 
do not want to reject their services. What shall I do? 

1. Be glad, with all your soul, that they wish to serve. 
Welcome them as your helpers. ‘They may be inexperi- 
enced now, but’it is your privilege to help them mature. 

2. Do not give them a class by themselves. Let them 
make their calls with an older and experienced visitor. 
Emphasize the delight of going ‘* two by two.”’ 

Call your older visitors together, and talk over the work 
and the young people’s relation to it. Make them your 
co-laborers in training these young people. Let each 
visitor take one or two of these young folks as their special 
charge, and on your class records let the visitors’ names ap- 
pear as ‘* Mrs. B and Miss C .”’ After two or 
three quarters, many of your young recruits will be ready 
for the entire responsibility of a class. Thank the dear 
Lord for such young people, and join us in praying for 
many such to come to our aid. Such desires show that 
their faith assays rich. 








We are planning a vigorous Home Department canvas. 
Where shall we commence, ata can you give us any plan that, 
by tollowing, our visitors can have sufficient success to keep 
up their enthusiasm ? 

Commence *‘ at home,’’ with the members of the church. 
You can, if you will, secure every one for the Bible-study 
department of the church. Let the following bit from ex- 
perience show you a plan, and its results. 

Meeting of Home Department superintendent, visitors, 
superintendent and secretary of Sunday-school, and the 
pastor. Resolved, that the church raise the standard of 
Bible-study on the part of the members. To insure this 
with the greatest economy of time, strength, and money, 
and that all may entirely fulfil their covenant vows to sup- 
port the church and all its institutions, be it recommended 
that the Bible school be the agency used, making special 
use of the Home Department. Pastor and superintendent 
commission the visitors to do their work in the name of the 
church and school: 

With the aid of the church-roll and the secretary of the 
Sunday-school, every church-member not in the Sunday- 
school has his name on the list to be visited. These names 
are distributed among the visitors. Now for results that 
will keep the fires of enthusiasm burning. 

**I’ve not had one mite of good success. 
members for our Home Department.”’ 

** That is too bad. How many names did you have, and 
have you seen them all?”’ 

‘*Yes; saw them all. Had twenty on my list. I did 
want twenty Home Department members.’’ 

** Well, you’ve five. What did the other fifteen have to 


I’ve only five 


say?’’ 
**Oh, they are all coming to Sunday-school.’’ 
**What? Why— But that is much better than having 


them join the Home Department. If only they do come !"’ 

** They will!”’ 

This was said with such decision and such a wise shake 
of the curly head that I said, ‘* Why are you so sure?’”’ 

**Oh— This was my plan. You see this sheet of 
paper? Well, I wrote the names down the left-hand 
edge, then divided the rest into four columns, The first J 
headed ‘ Regular Attendant ;’ second, ‘Shut-In;’ third, 
*Shut-Out;’ fourth, ‘Won't.’ Told them all about the 
Home Department, and our resolution and commission ; 
then showed them my paper, and asked them where I 
should place the cross after their name. I told them that 
the pastor and Sunday-school superintendent would have to 
see my report. Got three shut-ins and two shut-outs for 
the Home Department, and the other fifteen were neither 
shut-ins nor shut-outs, and, knowing w/o was to see my re- 
port, didn’t care to be regi itered as ‘ won’ts,’ so they said, 
‘We will come into the segular school; put us down in 
column one.’ ’’ 

In less than five weeks every one of the fifteen were 
enrolled in our school, and from their ranks we have a 
fine junior department superintendent and two splendid 
teachers. 77ry it. 
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Christian Endeavor Society 


HRISTIAN young men and women cannot, in 
my judgment, do better than join the Christian 
Endeavor movement, of which the spread 

throughout the world has been so phenomenal,—a 
proof, as it seems to me, of its adaptation to the young 
life of our churches. Of course, where an Epworth 
League or some similar organization is already in ex- 
istence in a church, it would be a folly and a crime to 
introduce a Christian Endeavor Society. But where 
there is nothing of that kind in occupation of the 
ground, and there is no objection raised by the min- 
ister and officers of the church, it is hardly possible to 
desire anything better for the young Christians on the 
one hand, or for the church on the other, than a 
healthy and vigorous Christian Endeavor Society. 
And where one already exists, one would greatly urge 
young Christian men and women to join it for these 
reasons, which have been suggested by my observa- 
tion of the effect of the Society of Christian Endeavor 
in training and molding character, during my recent 
presidency of the society in Great Britain and Ireland, 

1. Join it because its pledge suggests a noble ideal. 
One of the most beautiful prayers in the Psalter is 
that of Psalm 143: 10, where the Psalmist cries, 
‘*Teach me to do thy will; for thou art my God: 
thy Spirit is good ; lead me in the land of upright- 
ness.’’ But the version given in the English Prayer- 
Book is even more beautiful: ‘‘Teach me to do the 
thing that pleaseth thee, for thou art my God: let 
thy loving Spirit lead me forth into the land of right- 
eousness [or, uprightness]."’ 

set 

This is a prayer for our life so simple that a child 
may utter it; so sublime that a seraph, who fulfils 
God's commandments, hearkening unto the voice of 
his word, may make it his own ; so comprehensive 
that it may be used on the week's working days as 
well as on the Lord’s Day,—so that, before putting a 
coin in an automatic machine or investing a fortune, 
before smoking the first cigar or learning to dance, 
before going to a place of amusement or a religious 
meeting, we may look up into God's face, and say, 
‘‘Teach me to do the thing that pleaseth thee, for 
thou art my God.’’ 

This prayer is also a sufficient test for our life. It 
does not deal only with what is right or wrong in the 
abstract ; its thought fits closer than that,—*‘‘ Will 
this be well-pleasing to God?’’ No man has a right 
to judge for another, or add two or three new com- 
mands to the Decalogue for others to keep. One man 
observes the day to the Lord, and another does not, 
but each must be fully persuaded in his own mind. 
To his own master each servant stands or falls; and 
for each the supreme test is, ‘‘ Teach me to do the 
thing that pleaseth thee.’’ 

This is the true ideal for Christian living, —the ideal 
of Christ, who said of himself, ‘‘I do always the 
things that please my Father,’’ and of whom the 
Father said, ‘‘ This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased.’’ And this is the ideal proposed in 
our Christian Endeavor pledge, wherein we say, ‘I 
will strive to do whatever he would like to have 
me do."’ 

In addition, we promise to read the Bible and pray 
to God each day, and to bring Christian principle to 
bear on all the details and commonplaces of our life, 
deeming that there is nothing in which we ought to 
engage which may not be included within the golden 
circle of the will and good pleasure of God in whom 
all that is lovely and noble, glad and strong, blend in 
perfect beauty. 

2. Join it because, in joining it, you enter into a 
covenant with God. What is known as the pledge is 
really a covenant, in which the soul proposes to itself 
certain things, relying and reckoning on God that he 
will fulfil his part in the common enterprise of a 
wholesome and righteous life. Notice the words, 
**relying on the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation, and 
trusting in God for strength, I promise '’— 

It is a holy compact with God into which the soul 
enters. It begins with God. God is always first, the 
Alpha, the Creator. Our fresh springsarein him. In 
infinite love he draws near to save us, and offer us his 
strength. He opens to our view all that he is pre- 
pared to do on our behalf. Proof after proof is given 
to warrant our trust in his fidelity to the soul that 
dares to step out in simple reliance on his promises, 
and finally we cry, ‘‘Seeing that thou hast engaged 
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Seven Reasons for Joining the 


By the Rev. 
F. B. Meyer 


to save me, I rely on thee for salvation ; and since 
thou art willing to supply strength in every moment of 
need, I reckon on thee absolutely, and so step forth 
into the untried and unknown path to which thy spirit 
calls.’’ 

When we realize that we have been called into 
partnership with Jesus Christ, it is easy to leave boats 
and nets, because he makes himself responsible for 
all needed supplies. He makes all grace abound to- 
ward us, so that we, having all sufficiency in all 
things, may abound unto every good work. 

3. Join it because it will introduce you to Christian 
companionship of the right sort. We need compan- 
ions on our way to the Golden City. I question if 
some of the pilgrims who went with Christiana would 
ever have reached their destination if they had not 
been part of a company. The difficulty with many 
who come into our great cities is to know how and 
where to find congenial companions. But all these 
questions are answered by the Christian Endeavor 
Society. Young men and women meet there on terms 
of comradeship and friendliness. The new comers 
are received with the utmost cordiality. Those who 
have belonged to the society in other places find 
themselves surrounded by the same general con- 
ditions that they have left behind them, and know 
exactly how to proceed. There is therefore a golden 
thread which links together all places, all societies, 
and all Endeavorers 

Wherever an Endeavorer sees the little badge 
glancing on the breast of another he knows that he 
will be greeted by a kind of spiritual affinity which is 
superior to all other differences, and immediately 
there will be a common set of experiences to discuss. 
There is no lack in the smaller or larger topics of 
conversation when two Endeavorers meet. And in all 
my experience of church life | have never met with a 
gladder, brighter, and more earnest number of young 
people than in our Christian Endeavor societies, The 
cream of our churches seems to have been gathered 
into them, and the pastors’ universal confession has 
been that they cannot be thankful enough for the type 
of character which this great movement has given 
them. 

4. Join it because it will educate you for Christian 
service. Each society is like a sun with its attendant 
planets, for there are always from five to a dozen 
committees, on one of which each member is expected 
to serve. It may be that you will choose the Good 
Literature or the Sunshine, the Lookout or the Prayer- 
meeting, Committee, but, whatever it is, you will find 
yourself one of a number of young men and maidens 
who are bent on achieving a common purpose with 
as much success as possible, doing their work tasteé- 
fully, energetically, for the glory of God, and for the 
help and blessing of those around them. 


a 

It is a capital training to see how others do their 
work, to learn how a meeting should be conducted, to 
acquire the habit of working with others, looking at 
things from their standpoint, and having patience 
with their failures. Out of all this comes the temper 
and patience of a truly Christian soul, who realizes 
that a great machine must have various parts, each of 
which is different from all the rest, and that the suc- 
cess of the whole depends on the perfection of each 
several portion. These lessons will be of value to you 
as long as you live. 

5. Join it because it will teach you to express 
yourself. It is a great loss to the Church when her 
members are unable to take an audible part in her 
meetings for mutual edification, prayer, and counsel- 
taking. A man may be full of devout feeling or wise 
suggestion, but if he lack the power of expression 
he is indeed ‘like a fountain sealed.'’ To himself 
also this lack of expression is a constant source of 
trial ; he is nervous to be called on for an expression 
of his thought and desire. But you will never be 
conscious of this if you become an active member of 
a Christian Endeavor Society. Almost without know- 
ing it you will become familiar with the sound of your 
own voice, and be able to express yourself easily to 
God and man. 

It is an excellent part of our covenant with God 
and one another that, in his strength, we will take some 
part, aside from singing, in every meeting, unless 
hindered by some reason which we can conscientiously 
give to our Lord and Saviour. It will at first cost us 
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a little time and thought in selecting the text or 
verse which will be appropriate to the subject chosen 
for the meeting. It may drive us to our knees for 
very special help from Him who made the mouth and 
the faculty of speech. It may cost a little effort, — 
shall | ever forget how my knees shook in my first 
sermon ?-—but the end will abundantly repay us, 
Young men and women are not over-critical of a 
beginner's first attempts. The memory of their own 
is all too recent. 

6. Join it because it is a useful method of promoting 
the well-being of the church of your choice. All young 
Christians should be members of some Christian com- 
munity, to which should be given the best thought 
and energy of their lives. We may love and respect 
every woman, but our mother and sisters have the 
first claim. As far as my experience has gone, it has 
been the almost invariable opinion of all the ministers 
with whom I have spoken on the subject that no 
agency has entered into their church life which has 
been more useful, when rightly organized, than Chris- 
tian Endeavor. Of course, where the minister has 
shown no interest in the movement, or has refrained 
from giving it his personal supervision, it is not sur- 
prising that it has failed of its highest benefits ; but 
where he has been its leader, fostering it with his 
personal interest and presence, the results have been 
the very best. 

7. Join the Christian Endeavor Society because it 
constitutes a bond between all churches. What little 
pools at ebb-tide are to the ocean, what the folds are 
to the one flock, that the churches are to the church, 
and one of the most blessed gains of Christian En- 
deavor has been to bring together young people from 
every branch of the church of Christ in great con- 
ventions and district meetings, teaching them to re- 
spect the conscientious convictions of others, and 
laying deep in their hearts the foundations of catho- 
licity of spirit and comprehensiveness of view which 
are among the most precious equipments for a strong 
and useful after life. 


LONDON, ENGLAND. 
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By “Charles McIlvaine 


HERE are no plants more despised than the toad- 
stools. Nearly everybody is afraid of them, 
nearly everybody has a kick for them, yet few 

plants are more beautiful, and but few are more 


useful. Not a single toadstool is in any way harmful 
to the touch. Any one can handle them with perfect 
safety. 


When, in the spring, grass has changed from brown 
sod to a rich green, let the readers of The Sunday 
School Times look among it. They will find many 
toadstools growing singly, each very independently, 
upon a thin stem. Each stem is surmounted by a 
cap about the size of a good-sized marble, and looking 
much like a marble cut in half. After dew and rain, 
the cap is sticky and shiny. Pullone. Turn it upside 
down, There is no ruffle or plaited collar laid away for 
‘‘best’’ that is half as pretty, regular, and neat, as 
the plaits or gills that the little plant has modestly 
hidden under its brown cap. These gills, running 
from the stem to the rim of the cap, may be brown, 
or they may be black. If they are black, they proba- 
bly have so many minute white specks upon them as 
to give them a mottled appearance. All kinds of 
toadstoois having gills under the caps are called 
agarics. By far the greater number of toadstools you 
will find belong to this family. 

These gills are wonderfully made. They are com- 
posed of two thin plates made up of cells. They are 
very much like a fan when nearly closed. If these 
gills could be opened,—spread out flat,—they would 
shaw, like an opened fan, considerable surface. 
Strawberries bear their seeds upon the outside, agar- 
ics bear their seeds upon the outside of their gills. 
These seeds—or spores, as they are called—are so small 
that it takes over two thousand of them, placed end 
to end, to make one inch, Each one of these seeds, 
small as it is, contains a germ that will produce a 
toadstool. No matter how great or how small, the 
work of the Creator is perfect. The color of the gills 
is usually due to the color of the seed. If the seeds 
are brown, the gills are brown ; if black, the seeds 
are black when they are ripe and ready to fall. And 
they fall in such great numbers that if you will place 
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the cap of a gilled toadstool, gills down, on a piece 
of white paper, and place a tumbler over it, in a few 
hours the fallen seeds will make an exact print of the 
gills. These seeds are eaten by insects which devour 
the substance of toadstools, and are carried off to their 
holes, or they are wafted away by the winds and scat- 
tered far and wide. When they reach a spot which 
suits them, they grow. 

Strawberry plants blossom before they fruit, as 
most other plants do. Toadstools do not. They are 
flowerless plants, like the ferns, and hence are called 
cryptogamic, from two Greek words, meaning ‘‘ hid- 
den marriage.’’ - 

Notwithstanding toadstools have so many seeds, 
they have another way of growing. Grapevines, for 
instance, year after year, grow from roots in the ground ; 
they also grow from grape seeds. When the seed of a 
toadstool grows, it does not throw one shoot upward to 
make a toadstool and’ another downward to make a 
root. It throws out countless thread-like fibers, often 
as fine as cobwebs, which run through the earth or 
leaves in every direction. You have often seen these 
among layers of rotting leaves or stable manure, and 
perhaps wrongly called them mold. This thread-like, 
matted, cobwebby substance, usually white, is the vine 
from which toadstools grow. Toadstools are, therefore, 
a fruit growing directly from a vine, but without a pre- 
ceding blossom, such as the grape has. This vine 
lives year after year in its proper home, and each 
year produces its crop. 

When the common mushroom is grown in cellars 
and houses built for the purpose, the beds are made 
of manure. The dried vine is bought in brick-shaped 
masses, and is called ‘‘spawn.’’ Pieces of this are 
buried in the bed, where the heat and moisture revive 
the vine, start it to growing again, and in time it bears 
fruit. An old writer wrote, ‘‘ Doubtless God could 
have made a better fruit than the strawberry, but 
doubtless God never did.'"" The same can be said of 
mushrooms. A mushroom is a toadstool. 

Not only among the grass, peeping at one another, 
and playing hide-and-seek like brownies, are the 
early spring toadstools found, but at the base of trees, 
along pavements, and in solid clusters, with egg- 
shaped brown caps, delicate and brittle, often grow 
in great quantity. These caps frequently sparkle as 
if finely powdered mica had been sifted upon them. 
These, .as-well as the little fellows found in the grass, 
are beautiful when dissected, and they excel all flowers 
by being most luscious eating when stewed for a few 
minutes, and seasoned with butter, pepper, and salt. 

The puff-balls, so well known by the fine powder 
(spores) which puffs from them when squeezed, are 
handsome when they-are quite young. If you examine 
the quite small white kinds found in pastures and 
along roadways, you will be surprisedeto see how ex- 
quisitely their surface is covered with pyramidal 
groupings. All puff-balls are fine eating (fried like 
egg-plant, or stewed in milk) when they are pure 
white inside. When they have the slightest tinge of 
yellow they are bitter, but not poisonous. 

The wood-growing toadstools are many of them 
brightly colored. Arranged on plates of moss, they 
make bouquets which every one will admire. 

Do not despise the toadstools, a study of them is 
delightful. To know them assures one of good com- 
pany when‘walking through woods and fields. 

CAMBRIDGE, Mp. 
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“Return to Sender” 
By Philip E. Howard 


VER my desk, in a plain frame, and under pro- 

tecting glass, hangs a faded, folded copy of 

The Sunday School Times in its brown wrap- 

per. It had been a wanderer over land and sea 

before it came to rest in its present place. On the 

face of the wrapper is a yellow label bearing an 

American name and a foreign address. Just above 

the label is a rough imprint made by a postal official. 

And these two, the label and the imprint, have a 
story to tell. 

It seems only a little while ago that two young 
people went out from our own neighborhood to carry 
the gospel to another neighborhood in distant China. 
Dr. Courtlandt Van Renssalaer Hodge and his bride, 
Elsie Sinclair Hodge, were sent of God to minister as 
He should give them opportunity in Pao-ting-fu. They 
had every advantage of rare personal attractiveness, 
noble ancestry, and thorough training and culture, to 
make effective their devotion to the cause of foreign 
missions. They entered into their work with zeal and 
youthful enthusiasm. Among the little group of mis- 
sionaries at Pao-ting-fu, they were received with affec- 
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tionate welcome, and their popularity and usefulness 
steadily grew. 

It is not necessary to recall in detail the terrible 
scenes of the Boxer uprising. It will be remembered 
that Dr. and Mrs. Hodge were among those whose 
lives were laid down for the Master in the thrilling 
days of this modern martyrdom for his cause. The 
imagination can picture only mistily the bravery and 
consecration of those who were privileged to be en- 
rolled on the honor-list of the sacrificial Christian 
centuries. 

Of these two brave souls, Courtlandt and Elsie 
Hodge, my cherished, faded, travel-worn paver speaks 
to me every day. On that yellow label is Dr. Hodge's 
name, for to him who had been sent to distant service 
by his Master the paper had been sent across the 
seas on its own mission of service. And just above 
the name I can see the post-office imprint placed 
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‘Faith Latimer ’’—the 
By E. 


T THE advanced age of seventy-seven, 
“| there recently passed from earth, at her 
home in Louisville, Kentucky, one of 
“| the most prominent Sunday - school 
teachers and writers of her day, Mrs. 
Maria O. Miller, known to the Sun- 
day-school world as ‘‘ Faith Latimer.’’ 
Latimer was her father’s given name. While yet a very 
small child, she was encouraged by him to write Bible 
stories; and the conviction was so strong in her young 
heart that it was only by great faith that she could do 
anything worthy of her and her father’s God, that she 
assumed the pen-name of ‘ Faith Latimer.’’ 

Mrs. Miller was born in Boston in 1827. She gradu- 
ated from Wheaton Seminary at the age of fifteen, 
joined the church at sixteen, and was ever a tireless 
worker. In 1848 she visited Louisville, and while 
there taught the primary class in the Chestnut Street 
Presbyterian Church, now the Warren Memorial. In 
1849 she married and moved to Louisville. She be- 
gan at once a career of forty years as teacher of the 
primary class in this same Sunday-school, with a break 
of. five years after the first ten, and then for thirty years, 
from 1865 to 1895, without a single break. Her class 
reached an enrolment of one hundred, and was built 
up and held together by her strong personality. 

She made it her special care to look after her 
sick pupils and minister to their wants. Her teach- 
ing was characterized by simplicity, deep reverence, 
and a burning love for her children, her children's 
Saviour, and herwork. So personal was her work, that 
each child in her class was made to feel that she was 
personally interested in him and was teaching for his 
especial benefit. She would throw her whole soul 
into the lesson, first telling it as a story, then draw- 
ing itin turn from the pupils by questioning. Her 
earnestness and great love for her Saviour showed itself 
in the attitude of her body, in the play of her coun- 
tenance, in the expression of her eyes, and the intona- 
tion of her voice. She encouraged and assisted her 
pupils to memorize Scripture, taught and impressed 
reverence on all occasions, and sought by all means 
possible to develop the missionary spirit. 

One of her plans to secure contributions for missions 
was the ‘‘Shoe Brigade.’’ A large wooden shoe stood 
in her room, and into this each child was asked to drop 
five or ten cents every time he had a pair of new shoes. 
At the beginning of each year she composed a little 
prayer in verse, had it printed on cards for the class, 
and had each pupil to memorize it and say it, both at 
home and at Sunday-school. Here is one, written 
several years ago, and now being used on the mem- 
bership card of the Faith Latimer Cradle Guild—the 
name given to their Cradle Roll : 

















** Dear Saviour, as in days of old 
Thou didst the little ones enfold 
Within thy loving arm, 
So wilt thou take this heart of mine, 
And keep it ever truly thine, 
Safe fram sin and harm.’’ 


She was a voluminous writer, continuing to write 
till the very day of her death, though for the last 
eight years of her life an invalid, and the last three 
confined to her bed. She wrote for a large number of 
the periodicals of her time, and is the author of sev- 
eral books, among them being ‘‘ Dear Old Stories 
Told: Once More,’’ which was very popular. Her 
most noteworthy work was as a lesson-writer for The 
Sunday School Times from 1875 to 1899. 
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there by an official after Dr. Hodge's martyrdom. 
Even as he was recalled from his mission by divine 
ordering, so the little paper bore the simple order of 
the government, ‘‘ Return to Sender.’’ 

How direct and unequivocal! How easily grasped ! 
Dr. Hodge and his young wife had proceeded under 
orders on their mission of healing and light until that 
mission was finished, and then they were simply to be 
returned to the Sender. 

My office is a busy place. Men come and go,— 
men of all sorts. They sometimes ask me about the 
folded paper, in its simple frame and brown wrapper ; 
and when I tell the story, and point out the name 
and the official order, is it merely my imagination 
that leads me to see a softened look on their faces, 
and a wistful, uplooking determination to be better 
men shining in their eyes? 

PHILADELPHIA. 


<_0 


Little Ones’ Champion 
A. Fox 


Childhood had a specialcharm for her, and seemed 
to be the perennial spring from which she drew her in- 
spiration, both as a writer and a teacher. She pre- 
ferred to write in her home, with her children playing 
about her knee and looking to her for those motherly 
ministrations of loving service that knit together the 
heart of mother and child in bonds of perpetual 
union. It was her delight to tell the wonderful stories 
of the Bible to her own dear children in her home. 
One of her sweetest and tenderest books, ‘‘ Jesus 
Upon Earth,'’ was written as a sad and pathetic sub- 
stitute for teaching the beautiful life of Jesus to her 
‘‘ Angel Lily,’ whom God took at the age of five to 
bloom in the paradise of the angels, and whose ever- 
beaming smile of wonder and admiration at his mir- 
acles, whose tears of sympathy at every scene of suf- 
fering, and whose undisguised and natural expressions 
of love at every deed of mercy, showed how deep 
were the impressions of the loving Christ that could 
be made upon this child-mind of four years. 

For a while Dr. John L. McKee, the father of the 
Kentucky Sunday-school Association work, and known 
as the ‘‘ Children’s Pastor,’’ was pastor of Warren 
Memorial. This, with the fact that Mrs. Miller her- 
self was denied membership in the church at the age 
of eleven, led her to write another of her precious 
books, ‘‘The Children’s Church."' In the preface 
she says, ‘‘It is no new thing for some mistaken men 
and women to try to keep children away from what is 
best for them.'’ The object of the book is to show that 
Christ is especially precious to the children, and that 
they should be trained early to love him and serve him. 

In this paragraph, penned by her, those who knew 
her best say she has disclosed the secret of her own 
life and work: “Jf J were required to condense into 
one word all the qualifications necessary to teach an 
infant class, I would say LOVE. Nor should this 
be any mere emotional sentiment, but a deep and 
abiding principle which would prompt and execute 
every measure relating to the work of the primary 
department. This principle would include love to 
Christ, love for Scripture truth, love for children ; 
from these, as surely as warmth comes in sunbeams, 
there would follow love for the work, wherein all 
these could have active exercise. 

At the time of her death, the church for which she 
labored so lovingly and so long was preparing to do 
her a signal honor by unveiling a Tribute Window. 
The idea originated same nine months ago, and she 
knew of ‘it. Some of her friends called to tell her of 
the plan, and as she listened her hands trembled, 
her whole frame shook with emotion, and she said, 
‘*O friends, I am not worthy of such a tribute.’’ 
By a strange coincidence the first day set for the un- 
veiling of the window was the very day on which she 
died, and, had these plans been carried out, almost 
at the very moment of the unveiling of the window, 
God would have lifted the veil of eternity, and she 
would at the same moment have caught the vision of 
heaven's glory. But the time for the unveiling was 
deferred till Sunday, June 14. She died suddenly, 
while her family was at church, and at the very mo- 
ment her pastor was recounting to the congregation 
her deeds of mercy and of love, and giving plans for 
the unveiling of the Tribute Window, on which the 
following inscription is written: ‘‘The Lord is M 


Shepherd. A loving Tribute to ‘Faith Latimer’— 
Maria Olivia Millez. 1902-1903."’ 
LouISVILLE, Ky. 
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1 Sam. 12: 13-25. 


Lesson 3. July 19. Samuel’s Farewell Address 
(Study vs. 1-25. Read 1 Sam.,chaps.11,12.) Memory vs.: 23-25. 








Golden Text : 


COMMON VERSION 


13 Now therefore, behold the king whom ye 
have chosen, amd whom ye have desired ! and, 
behold, the LORD hath set a king over you. 

14 If ye will fear the LORD, and serve him, 
and obey his voice, and not rebel against the 
commandment of the LORD ; then shall both 
ye and also the king that reigneth over you 
continue following the LORD your God: 

15 But if ye will not obey the voice of the 
LorD, but rebel against the commandment of 
the LoRD;; then shall the hand of the LORD 
be against you, as if was against your fathers. 

16 ¥ Now therefore stand and see this great 
thing, which the LoRD will do before your 
eyes. 

pe Js it not wheat harvest to day? I will 
call unto the LORD, and he shall send thunder 
and rain; that ye may perceive and see that 
your wickedness 7s great, which ye have done 
in the sight of the LORD, in — you a king. 

18 So Samuel called unto the LorD ; and 
the LorD sent thunder and rain that day: 
and all the people greatly feared the LORD 
and Samuel. 





Only fear the Lord, and serve him in truth with all your heart.—1I Sam. 12: 24. 


AMERICAN REVISION 


13 Now therefore behold the king whom ye 
have chosen, and whom ye have asked for: 
and, behold, Jehovah hath set a king over 
you. 14 If ye will fear Jehovah, and serve 
him, and hearken unto his voice, and not rebel 
against the commandment of Jehovah, ! and 
both ye and also the king that reigneth over 
you be followers of Jehovah your God, wed/: 
15 but if ye will not hearken unto the voice of 
Jehovah, but rebel against the commandment 
of Jehovah, then shall the hand of Jehovah be 
against you, as it was against your fathers. 
16 Now therefore stand still and see this great 
thing, which Jehovah will do before your eyes. 
17 Is it not wheat harvest to-day ? I will call 
unto Jehovah, that he may send thunder and 
rain; and ye shall know and see that your 
wickedness is great, which ye have done in 
the sight of Jehovab, in asking you a king. 
18 So Samuel called unto Jehovah ; and Jeho- 
vah sent thunder and rain that day: and all 
the people greatly feared Jehovah and Samuel. 


COMMON VERSION 


Pray for thy servants unto the LORD thy God, 
that we die not: for we have added unto all 
our sins ¢Ais evil, to ask us a king. 

20 § And Samuel said unto the people, Fear 
not: ye have done all this wickedness: yet 
turn not aside from following the LORD, but 
serve the LORD with all your heart ; 

21 And turn ye not aside: for then should 
ye go after vain things, which cannot profit 
nor deliver ; for they are vain. 

22 For the LORD will not forsake his people 
for his great name's sake: because it hath 
pleased the LORD to make you his people. 

23 Moreover as for me, God forbid that I 
should sin against the LORD in ceasing to 
pray for you: but I will teach you the good 
and the right way : 

24 Only fear the LORD, and serve him in 
truth with all your heart: for consider how 
great ¢hings he hath done for you. 

25 But if ye shall still do wickedly, ye shall 
be consumed, both ye and your king. 


1 Or, then shall both ye.. 


AMERICAN REVISION 


Pray for thy servants unto Jehovah thy God, 
that we die not; for we have added unto all 
our sins his evil, to ask us a king. 20 And 
Samuel said unto the people, Fear not: ye 
have indeed done all this evil; yet turn not 
aside from following Jehovah, but serve Jeho- 
vah with all your heart: 21 and turn ye not 
aside ; for then would ye go after vain things 
which cannot profit nor deliver, for they are 
vain. 22 For Je}.cvah will not forsake his 
eople for his great name's sake, because it 
ath pleased Jehovah to make you a people 
unto himself. 23 Moreover as for me, far be 
it from me that I should sin against Jehovah 
in ceasing to pray for you: but I will instruct 
you in the & od and the right way. 24 Only 
fear Jehovah, and serve him in truth with all 
our heart; for consider how great things he 
ath done for you. 25 But if ye shall still do 
wickedly, ye shall be consumed, both ye and 
your king. 


- Jehovah your God : but &c. 


















































19 And all the people said unto Samuel, 


Surroundings and Critical Notes 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


IME.—Wheat harvest (1 Sam. 12:17), afew months 
T after the event of the last lesson. Perhaps 1102 
B.C., though there are differing opinions. 

Prace.—Gilgal (11 : 14), presumably in the Jordan 
valley. 

INTERVENING Events.—The proclaiming of Saul as 
king probably occurred during the pleasant weather 
after the grape harvest and before the rainy season. 
It is likely that at Gibeah, the next few weeks, Saul 
and his associates, ‘‘ whose hearts God had touched,” 
were busy making arrangements. Thither from all 
parts came tribute, in token of allegiance, though 
there were malcontents who refused to bring tribute 
(10 : 26, 27). Then came the affair of Jabesh-gilead 
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(11: 1-11). The swiftness with which Saul was able 
to act shows the completeness of the arrangements 
which he and his associates had made. For this and 
all Saul's successes, much of the credit is due to 
Samuel. The victory over Ammon gave prestige to 
the new monarch, which was increased by his mag- 
nanimity (11: 12, 13) The time was favorable for 
carrying out the plan (10: 8; 11: 14, 15) of a public 
inauguration of the king, with religious services. 
Our lesson is the second half of the address delivered 
by Samuel on this occasion. 
< 
Samuel's address consists of three parts, each in- 
troduced by the phrase ‘‘ And Samuel said.” In the 
first part (vs. 1-5) he vindicates his own record, and 
obtains a verdict. In the second part (vs. 6-19) he 
argues the case of Jehovah against Israel, and brings 
Israel to confession and repentance. Inthe third part 





19 And all the people said unto Samuel, 


bd x % % 


(vs. 19-25) he meets their repentance with reassuring 
promises and with warnings. He begins the second 

art with a brief recital of Jehovah's rights over 

srael (v. 6). This he amplifies in two sections, each 
beginning with the connective which the English 
versions translate ‘‘now therefore” (vs. 7, 13). The 
first section recapitulates the history from Jacob to 
Samuel, and closes by accusing Israel for preferring 
another king rather than Jehovah (vs. 7-12). 

Verses 13-15.—/Vow therefore: Better,‘‘And now.” 
Having completed his outlook over the past, the 
prophet takes a new topic,—the outlook for the fu- 
ture.— Whom ye have chosen: In the sense of choos- 
ing that there shall be a king ; the phrase is different 
from those in which it is said that God chose the king. 
—Jehovah hath set a king: After warning them, 
Jehovah has seen fit to let them have their own way. 
—Zlf ye will fear, etc.: Two courses of conduct, 
obedience or the contrary, still remain open to them, 
as heretofore. They have done wrong in determin- 
ing to have a king, but Jehovah will not let that cut 
them off from being his followers, provided they will 
now be obedient. 

Verses 16-19.—He enforcesshis advice by giving 
them a sign.—Now therefore: A different connective 
from that in verses 7 and 13, and not marking, like 
them, a turnin the discourse. Literally, ‘‘ also now.” 
— Stand: Not ‘stand still,” but ‘‘ bein your places.” 
Repeated from verse 7.— Wheat harvest: Study the 
matter in the light of information concerning the sea- 
sons in Palestine.—Feared Jehovah and Samuel: 
Samuel's persuasions and Jehovah's sign accomplish 
their intended result. The people confess the wrong 
they have done. 


a al 


Old Truth for 


By Alexander 


AMUEL'S office as judge necessarily ended when 
Saul was made king, but his office of prophet 
continued. The chapter deals with both the 

cessation and the continuance, giving at first his 
dignified, and somewhat pained, vindication of his 
integrity, and then passing on to show him exercis- 
ing his prophetic function in exhortation, miracle, 
and authoritative declaration of Jehovah's will. 

In the earlier part of the chapter, Samuel has con- 
densed the history of the nation in the same fashion 
as the Book of Judges does. It has all been a series 
of illustrations of the great law—obedience brings 
well-being, and disobedience spells disaster. Now 
he turns his face to the dim future, and with pro- 
phetic eye sees the same eternal law in full opera- 
tion away down the centuries. The change to mon- 
archy was not going to change the grip of that divine 
decree. Neither Saul nor any one after him could 
make Israel prosperous if it strayed from Jehovah ; 
neither Philistines nor any peoples could harm it if 
it clave tohim. No doubt, the connection between 
national obedience and national prosperity was more 
close in regard to Israel than it is with regard to us; 
but modern politicians have a modern form of the 
same disease as set the tribes hankering after a king, 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


Verse 20.—And Samuel said; Clause introducing 
the third part of the address. Compare verses 1 
and 6.—Fear not: Having thus brought them to re- 
pentance, he encourages them.—7Zurn not aside: 
The implication is that they are now followers of 
Jehovah (see 7: 2-4). In the following sentences 
three especial reasons are given for not turning aside. 

Verses 21-23.—The first reason is that there are no 
other gods to turn to, except such as are chaos-like 
in their character. This fact has not been changed 
by the change of government in Israel.— 7hen should 
ye go: ‘*Would” in the American Revision.— Vain 
things: The word which in the second sentence in 
Genesis is translated ‘‘ without form,” or ‘‘ waste.” — 
Jehovah will not forsake, etc.:; The second. reason 
for not turning aside is that Jehovah has an interest 
of his own in being lenient with them, provided they 
will now be faithful. The fact that they are his own 
people has not been changed by the change to the 
monarchy.—As for me: The third reason is that 
Samuel will not cease from his interest on account of 
the change.—Far be it from me: This rendering of 
the American Revision is literal, and is far preferable 
to ‘‘God forbid.’’—/nustruct: In the Old Version, 
‘*teach.” The verb is cognate to forah (‘‘law”’). 
The teaching it denotes is of the nature of an authori- 
tative message from Deity. What Samuel says is 
that he will continue to bring them divine revela- 
tion, as heretofore. That will be a help to fidelity. 


AUBURN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


* 


The hearty repentance of service cannot fail to 
receive the heavenly reward of success. 


‘nt 


a New Epoch 
McLaren, D.D. 


and modern communities, especially democratic 
ones, need to be reminded that, after all, ‘‘ by the 
soul only are the nations great or free,” and that the 
true secret of national prosperity lies neither in 
wealth nor cannon, but in noble ideals, in devotion 
to high, unseen aims and laws, or, in one word, in 
serving God, and not turning away to ‘‘ vain things 
which cannot profit nor deliver.” 

America and England both need Samuel’s lesson 
to the men of his day, for it is as true of them as 


it was of Judea in Isaiah's time,—‘' Their land is 
full of silver and gold.... Their land also is full 
of idols.” Commercialism and militarism rule the 


multitude in both countries. The millionaire and 
the soldier are ‘‘the prophets of this people,” and to 
believe or preach that ‘righteousness exalteth a 
nation ”’ is to be considered a fanatic, hopelessly out 
of touch with practical’politics. A piece of furniture 
may look solid and sound, and yet white ants may 
have eaten it all away except the deceptive outside. 
A nation may seem strong in money and arms, but 
these may be only veneer over hollow emptiness 
that will collapse at a touch. Do not let us mistake, 
and say, ‘‘Oh, the connection of national godliness 
and prosperity was real only in Old Testament 
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times.” It is real yey May our two nations 
learn that before it is too late ! 

The next point is the sign which Semuel gave. 
Usually there is no rain in Palestine from about the 
end of April till October. Samuel was speaking 
during the wheat harvest, which falls about the be- 
ginning of June. We note that he volunteered the 
sign, and, what is still more remarkable, that he is 
sure that God will send it in answer to his prayer. 
Why was he thus certain? Because he recognized 
that the impulse to — the sign came from God. 
We know little of the mental processes by which a 
prophet could discriminate between his own think- 
ings and God’s speech, but such discrimination was 
possible, or there could have been no ring of confi- 
dence in the prophet’s ‘‘ Thus saith the Lord.” Not 
even a ‘‘Samuel among them that call upon his name” 
had a right to assume that every asking would cer- 
tainly have an answer. It is when we ask ‘‘ any- 
thing according to his will” that we know that he 
heareth us, and are entitled to predict to others the 
sure answer. 

It seems a long leap logically from hearing the 
thunder and seeing the rain rushing down on the 
harvest iield, to recognizing the sin of asking for a 
king. But the connecting steps are plain. Samuel 
announced the storm, he asked God to send it, it 
came at his word; therefore he was approved of God 
and was his messenger ; therefore his words about 
the desire for a king were God’s words. Again, God 
sent the tempest; therefore God ruled the elemental 
powers, and wielded them so as to affect Israel, and 
therefore it had been folly and sin to wish for another 
defender. So the result of the thunder-burst was 
twofold,—they ‘‘feared Jehovah and Samuel,” and 
they confessed their sin in desiring a king. They 
were but rude and sense-bound men, like children in 
many respects ; their religion was little more than 
outward worship and a vague awe; they needed 
‘*signs” as children need picture-books. The very 
slightness and superficiality of their religion made 
their confession easy and swift, and neither the one nor 
the other went deep enough to be lasting. The faith 
that is built on ‘‘signs and wonders” is easily bat- 
tered down; the repentance that is due to a thunder- 
storm is soon over when the sun comes out again. 
The shallowness of the contrition in this case is 
shown by two things,—the request to Samuel to pray 
for them, and the boon which they begged him to 
ask, ‘‘that wedie not.” They had better have prayed 
for themselves, and they had better have asked for 
strength to cleave to Jehovah. They were like Simon 
Magus cowering before Peter and beseeching him, 
‘*Pray ye for me to the Lord, that none of the things 
which ye have spoken maycome upon me.” That is 
not the voice of true repentance, the godly sorrow 
which works healing and life, but of the sorrow of 
the world which worketh death. The real penitent 
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will press the closer to the forgiving Father, and his 
cry will be for purity even more than for pardon. 

Samuel’s closing words are tender, wise and full of 
great truths. He begins with encouragement blend- 
ed with reiteration of the people’s sin. It is not safe 
for a forgiven man to forget his sin quickly. The 
more sure he is that God has forgotten, the more 
careful he should be to remember, for gratitude, hu- 
mility, and watchfulness. But it should never loom 
so large before him as to shut out the sunshine of 
God's love, for no fruits of goodness will ripen in 
character without that light. It is a great piece of 
practical wisdom always to keep one’s forgiven sin in 
mind, and yet not to let it paralyze hopefulness and 
effort. ‘‘Ye have indeed done all this evil;... yet 
turn not aside from following Jehovah.’ That is a 
truly evangelical exhortation. The memory of past 
failures is never to set the tune for future service. 
Again, Samuel based the exhortation to whole- 
hearted service of Jehovah on Jehovah's faithfulness 
and great benefits (vs. 22-24). It is suicidal folly to 
turn away from him who never turns away from us ; 
it is black ingratitude, as well as suicidal folly, to 
refuse to serve him whose mercies encompass us. 
That divine good pleasure, which has no source but 
in himself, flows out, like an artesian well, unceas- 
ing. His ‘‘nature and property” is to love. His 
= is the prophecy of his future. He will always 

e what he has been, and always do what he has 
done. Therefore we need not fear, though we 
change and are faithless. He can not deny himself. 
His revealed character would be dimmed if he aban- 
doned a soul that clung to him. So our faith should, 
in some measure, match his faithfulness, and we 
should build firmly on the firm foundation. 

Samuel answers the people’s request for his prayers 
with a wise- word, full of affection, and also full 
of dignity and warning, all the more impressive be- 
cause veiled. He promises his continued interces- 
sion, but he puts it as a duty which he owes to God 
rather than to them only, and he thus sufficiently 
asserts his God-appointed office. He promises to do 
more than pray for them ; namely, to continue their 
ethical and religious guide, which they had not 
asked him to be. That at once makes his future po- 
sition in the monarchy clear. He isstill the prophet, 
though no longer the judge, and, as the future was 
to show, he hasto direct monarch as well as people. 
But it also hints to the people that his prayers for 
them will be of little avail unless they listen to his 
teaching. Whether a Samuel prays for us or not, if 
we do not listen to the voices that bid us serve God, 
we ‘‘shall be consumed.” 


MANCHESTER, ENGLAND. 
b 4 


God has a pr tee A or governments that will 
not work out the good of the world. 


oe al 


How to ‘Illustrate the Lesson 
By Louis Albert Banks, D.D. 


God’s Opportunity 
NLY fear the Lord, and serve himin truth 
O with all your heart (Golden Text). A recent 
writer says that each human life is another 
opportunity for God to display his grace and yower. 
There is something inspiring about that statement. 
It stirs the blood to say from our hearts, ‘‘I am God’s 
opportunity !” The rich fields are God's opportunity 
to grow harvests ; the garden®is God’s opportunity 
to develop flowers and fruits ; the springtime and 
‘summer are God's opportunity to paint beautiful 
pictures. What a glorious thing to think of our- 
selves as an ype gps for the great God to paint 
what is beautiful and glorious in a boy, or a girl, or 
a man, or a woman. Every heart surrendered to 
God is a new garden in which God plants the seeds 
of those graces of the Spirit such as love, faith, _ 
gentleness, meekness, goodness, truth, and the like. 
If God is to have a full opportunity, we must give 

him all our heart. 


**The Great-Heart of New Guinea” 

Hearken unto his voice (v. 14). When James 
Chalmers, the famous New Guinea missionary, was 
a boy of fifteen, he heard a minister read a letter 
from a missionary to the Fijis. The clergyman 
. looked over his spectacles with wet eyes, and said, 
‘*I wonder if there is a boy here this afternoon who 
will yet become a missionary, and by and by bring 
the gospel to the cannibals?” ‘‘And the response 
of my heart,” wrote Chalmers afterwards, ‘‘ was, 
‘Yes, God helping me, I will!’” The heart of the 
boy had hearkened unto the voice of God, and 
through this obedience he became what Robert 
Louis Stevenson called him, ‘‘ The Great-Heart of 
New Guinea.” 


A Refuge in Prayer 

Pray for thy servants unto Jehovah thy God, 
that we die not (v. 19). John Wesley was once 
preaching at Shepton, England, when he was at- 


tacked by a mob, and pelted with stones and clubs. 
He finally succeeded in reaching a house where he 
was able to withstand the rioters, until one of the 
ringleaders forced an entrance. A large stone aimed 
at Mr. Wesley just then struck the leader of the mob 
on the forehead, and a stream of blood spurted out. 
He cried out, ‘‘Oh, sir! what mustI do?” Wesley 
replied, ‘‘Pray to God. He is able to deliver you 
from all danger.’”’ The man took the advice of the 
preacher, whom but a moment before he had been 
abusing, and began praying, and begging Mr. Wes- 
ley to pray for him. Thus the mob was broken up, 
and the ringleader converted. Prayer to God through 
Jesus Christ is the one safe refuge for the sinner. 


Trusting Her Father 

For Jehovah will not forsake his people (v. 22). 
In one of the schools in a great city, a cry of fire was 
started. The children, as well as the teachers, were 
panic-stricken. In rushing from the building, many 
were injured and some were killed. When it was 
found that the alarm was false, returning to her 
room, one of the teachers found sitting at her desk 
a young girl who had not stirred. When asked the 
reason for her coolness and bravery, she said, ‘‘My 
father is a fireman, and he told me if ever there was 
an alarm of fire in the building just to sit still where 
I was, and he would save me. My father is a fire- 
man, and he knows, and I just trusted him.” If we 
will trust God like that, we may be sure that he will 
not forget us or leave us to be destroyed. 


The Quick Change from Bad to Good 

Twill instruct you in the good and the right way 
(v. 23). Secretary John W. Baer tells an interesting 
my of a revival in Norton, Kansas, which broke up 
all the gambling dens of the city. Among others, Mr. 
A. H. Gray, commonly known as ‘*‘ Dick the Gambler,” 
gave his heart to Christ. The story of his conver- 
siop reads like a romance. One of the local pastors 
of Norton reports Dick Gray as saying, the night he 
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was converted: ‘Boys, the stuff’s off ; cash in; 
leave here ; no more cards ; never come back ; quit ! 
That’s what I mean.”” And when he turned to the 
audience in the meeting where he acknowledged 
Christ, he said, ‘‘ I] have thought it over carefully, 
and have once for all made up my mind.” From 
that meeting he went to his gambling den, closed it, 
went home and kissed his wife, and had family 

rayers. During the rest of the time of the meeting 

e went from house to house seeking lost souls. He 
had been getting $12,000 a year out of his gambling 
den, but ‘he turned his back on it all, and went to 
doing personal work for Christ. We do not wonder 
at the — that he was remarkably successful in 
leading the men of the city to forsake their sins and 
to accept Christ. It is idle for us to ask Christians 
to pray for us until we are willing to cease our sins 
and be taught the right way. 

New York City. 
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Who cares not to pray for another cannot pray 
Jor himself. 











Oriental Lesson-Lights 
=--:. By Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie —~ 








+ TAND STILL AND SEE THIS GREAT THING, WHICH 
ple WiLt po Berore Your Evyes.”— 
vot so much the ethical or the intellectual as 
the physical, is the ‘* great thing"’ which, to the Ori- 
ental, attests the rightness or wrongness of an action 
or acharacter. A display of force is the conclusive 
argument. Paul was aware of this when he said, 
that ‘‘ Jews ask for signs” (1 Cor. 1: 22 ; John 4: 48). 
Even Oriental Christians determine the comparative 
greatness of their different saints by the miracles or 
signs which they are said to have performed, the 
‘* great things ” which they did. 

‘*Is 1r NoT WHEAT Harvest To-Day ?”—The har- 
vest of barley and lentils is in May, that of maize, 
or Indian corn, in September, or later, but wheat 
harvest is in Tammuz (July). In the and 
other valleys it is a month earlier, and up on the 
slopes of Hermon and Lebanon it is a month later. 

“T Witt Catt Unto JEHOVAH, THAT HE May 
SEND THUNDER AND Rain.”"—In the ordinary course 
of nature, thunder is not heard and rain is not seen 
from May till October, Thunder and rain, therefore, 
during wheat harvest (between June and August), 
were properly regarded by both Samuel and the peo- 
ple as a ‘‘ great thing,” a miracle. 

‘‘AnD ALL THE PEOPLE GREATLY FEARED JEHOVAH 
AND SAMUEL."-—All signs are more or legs effective 
in the production of conviction, but those of Samuel 
and Elijah (thunder and rain) were signs from 
heaven (Matt. 16:1 ; Luke 21: 11), and so they strike 
Orientals more forcibly than other signs. The woman 
who was buried yesterday is said to be ‘‘salahah” 
(good), because the heaven was clear on the day of 
her funeral, although it was the month of January. 
With one exception, George is the only saint in whose 
honor the Oriental Church Calendar appoints two 
commemorative days (the 23d of April and the 3d of 
November), for*somehow St. George is said to have 
control over the clouds and rain, ‘‘ he wades through 
the seas.”” Rain in both the months in which his 
feasts occur is most truly welcome, and the masses 
at least, if not the learned and cultured, give him 
the credit of the rain on those days. Strangely 
enough, Muhammadans, too, believe in St. George 
and ask favors from him. 

Suweir, Mt. LEBANON, SyRIA, 
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Trreverence ever ruins. 
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The Lesson in Every-Day Life 
By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 


OW therefore behold the king whom ye have 
chosen (v. 13). That’s a very trying moment 
to the most of us, when we have to look the 

‘*kings whom we have chosen” squarely in the face. 
How often they turn out to be only clowns! In our 
blindness we insist on having our own way, and God 
permits it. We accomplish our plans, and then 
comes the dramatic moment when we have to pause 
and take a final look at what we have done. A piti- 
ful failure stands before us,—a scarecrow whom we 
have crowned a king! Beholdit! Stand long and 
quietly ; look long and carefully, for it is in that mo- 
ment when we are brought face to face with these 
pitiful idols whom we have set upon a throne, that 
we learn the deep lesson of our own ignorance and 
folly. ‘‘ Behold the king whom ye have chosen !” 
‘*T had my own way, anda nice mess I’ve made of it,” 
said young Tom Brown after he had wrecked his 
father’s busincss. It is only when we are brought 
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face to face with our own blunders, and made to look 
long and hard, that we really learn. Otherwise, we 
blame our mistakes on others. ‘‘ Mama, this ruler of 
mine always makes bow-legged lines,” said Little Bill. 
Of course! It’s always the ruler, and never the 
hand that holds it. 

Now therefore stand still and see this great 
thing, which Jehovah will do (v.16). This is the 
second and still greater moment,—when we stand 
still, not to look at what we have done, but at what 
God is doing. Go out into the fields, up on the 
mountain, down by the ocean, and behold what the 
great Spirit of the universe is doing in earth and air 
and sea. How calmly, orderly, sublimely it is being 
done! Not a jar, not a halt, not an error! If we 
were wise enough to disentangle in human history 
the deeds of men and the deeds of God, we should 
see a great difference. Now and then God seems to 
come upon the scene, and sweep from the thrones of 
the earth those puppets who have been chosen and 
crowned by men, and anoint a Moses, a David, a 
Luther, a Washington, or a Lincoln, with his own 
hand. These men are kings. Just stand still and 
look at them, and see what Jehovah has done! This 
is the true value of history. Learn all you can 
about it, Little Bill. At the beginning of the Span- 
ish war, a teacher in a public school asked the chil- 
dren how many of them were opposed toit. One 
little fellow held up his hand, and she asked him 
why. ‘*’Cause war makes history, and there’s more 
of it now than I can ever learn,” he plaintively re- 
plied. Nevertheless, learn all you can. 

For Jehovah will not forsake his people (v. 22). 
No, sir; never! Not as long as there is asingle pur- 
pose in the heart of man for him to hold onto, I 
think, myself, that the grip of God on the human 
soul is like the grip of gravity on matter,—not an 
atom of it ever gets away. It is ground to impon- 
derable powder; burnt into impalpable smoke ; 
melted into invisible vapor ; it is tossed about and 
hidden and transformed; but it never gets away from 
the grip of gravity. Samuel seemed to feel that 
way about the souls of men, and I do, too. He will 
never forsake them. So don’t get discouraged and 
let go your hold of him who never lets go his hold 
of you! Neither do your true friends ever forsake 
you. You forsake them,—that is the trouble.. You 
may not believe it, but there are more people in the 
world like this good old Samuel than you know any- 
thing about. Listen. 

Moreover as for me, far be it from me that I 
should sin against Jehovah in ceasing to pray for 
you (vy. 23). There speaks the man of God! In 
every community there are just such people. They 
never give up hope for even the hopeless. To them 
it is a sin against God to cease to pray and to labor 
for the most wayward and unpromising. Oh! if we 
could but bring this heroic old judge, this true and 
indefatifable servant and lover of men, back to the 
world, and send him through our Sunday-schools to 
reanimate the faith of the skeptics who despair of 
the bad boys,—how the rafters would ring with his 
words of power, ‘‘It is a sin against God to cease 
praying for them !” 

For consider how great things he hath done for 
you (v. 24). How can we make men ‘‘consider” ? 
Tell me that. and I will guarantee the redemption of 
the race. The last thing men do is tothink. The 
last thing they will think about is what God has 
done for them. ‘‘What are the last teeth that come ?” 
asked a teacher of her class, supposing they would 
answer, ‘‘ The wisdom teeth,” But asmall boy re- 
plied more truly, ‘‘ False teeth, ma’am.”” Men cut 
their wisdom teeth when they learn to ‘‘ consider.” 
Most men never cut them at all. It may be said to 
be a psychological law, that if a man will give his 
mind attentively and humbly to the consideration of 
God's dealing with him in the wonderful experience 
of life, he will learn to trust, to worship, and obey. 

CINCINNATI, OHIO, 
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His mercy ts greater than even His majesty. 
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Hints for the Superintendent 
By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


SEE avast assembly. Who are all these people ? 
| I see among them an old white-bearded man. 

Give b's name. Yes, he is talking to the people 
over whom he has ruled for so many years, and is 
giving them some most wholesome advice. Give the 
Golden Text of the lesson. Now put on the board 
the words, Fear the Lord. All that Samuel said 
that day éan be summed up in these three words. 
Was Samuel sure that the people would follow his 
advice ? No, or else he would have contented him- 
self with these three words, and have dismissed 
them with his blessing. Of what was he afraid? 
That the people would not hearken to him, but would 
go off and break God's commandments. This is 
why he spoke as he did. So he divided his talk into 
two divisions. Now put on the board the words If 
Ye. If they did this, what did he say would come 
to pass? They would prosper. Put down the words, 
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Ye Will Prosper. But his second division was one 
of warning. He said, If Not. Put those words 
down. If they refused to fear the Lord their God, 
what did he tell them would take place? See verses 
15 and 25. This may be summed up in one word. 
Perish. Put that word down. Is this statement of 
Samuel's true to this day? Yes, and not only true 
of nations, but of individuals aswell. This reminds 
us of what the Bible says about this matter. It says, 
‘The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of wisdom” 
(Psa. 111: 10). These two Ifs are as true to this day 
as they ever were. We, too, have our choice, and if 
we choose wrong, we shall suffer as did the Israel- 
ites when they forsook theirGod. Now lead in og 
that all in this school may rule their lives in the fear 
of God. 





iF VE 
FEAR THE LORD 
Y& WILL PROSPER 
IF NOT— 
PERISH 
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The hope of the race is not in our goodness, but in 
His glory. 
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Suggested Hymns and Psalms 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘* Bible Songs.’’) 


** Revive thy work, O Lord."’ 
**O for a closer walk with God.” 
‘*Sinners, turn ; why will ye die?”’ 


Psalm 145 : I-7. 
(216 .1-6. 310. 1-5.) 
Psalm 81 : 8-14. 


**‘O Thou that hearest when sinners (112:6-12. 166: 1-5.) 
cry." Psalm 37 : 29-37. 

**Come, let us to the Lord our God."" (51°5-7. 79: 1-6.) 

**Saviour, when in dust to thee.’’ Psalm 146 : 1-8. 

** Jesus, Saviour, pilot me."’ (217 1-7. 316: 1-7.) 

‘“We have not known thee as we Psalm 34. 11-18. . 
ought." (47: 1-6. 70: 1-3.) 
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The Lesson Outline 


By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 2 


How to Serve the King of Kings 

1. Reverently - 

Fear Jehovah, and serve him (14). 
Fear of Jehovah. . . the beginning (Prov. 1 : 7). 
Serve Jehovah with fear (Psa. 2: tr). 
2. Loyally : 

Not rebel against... Jehovah (14, 15). 
Obey my voice, .. . keep my covenant (Exod. 19: §). 
Ye are my friends, if ye do (John 15 * 14). 
3. Believingly : 

See this great thing (16-18). 
Thou hast seen me, .. . hast believed (John 20 ;: 29). 
We walk by faith, not by sight (2 Cor. 5 : 7). 
4- Prayertully ;: 


Pray... unto Jehovah thy God (19). 
Far be it .. ceasing to pray (23). 
Pray, ... then will I hear4z Chron. 7 - 14). 


Nigh unto all them that call (Psa. 145; 18). 
5. Whole-Heartedly : 

Serve Jehovah with all your heart (20). 

Love Jehovah. . . with all thy heart (Deut. 6: 5). 
Eye be single, . . . full of light (Matt. 6 22). 

. 
6 Perseveringly : 

Turn ye not aside... after vain things (21, 22). 
Path ... shineth more and more (Prov. 4 18). 
Endureth to the end, ... saved (Matt. 10 22). 

7. intelligently : 
1 will instruct you in... the right (23). 
O Jehovah . teach me thy statutes (Psa. 119 . 12). 
In your faith... virtue,... knowledge (2 Pet. 1 . 5). 
8. Gratefully : 

Consider how great things he hath done (24). 
Remember all the way (Deut. 8 . 2). 

By prayer... with thanksgiving (Phil. 4 6). 
b 4 


They who forget God in prosperity need to be 
thankful for the adversity that calls him to mind. 
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For the Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


A leaflet has been prepared by Mrs. Bryner, for the help of 
er teachers, which will give a great deal of valuable in- 
ormation about pictures, lessons, and home work, as well as 
a list of books which een ef workers should know about. It 
will be sent by The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa., on receipt of a two-cent stamp, 


Quarter’s Thought: The Lord, Jehovah, is King. 
General Thought: Earthly Leaders May Change; 
God Rules Forever. 
Lesson Suggests: Samuel’s 
Saul’s, Beginning. 
Golden Text Gives: Samuel’s Parting Advice, “ Only 

Fear the Lord,” etc. 
Thought for Review Banner (see issue of June 20): 
Fear (the Lord). 


INTRODUCTION, 


When school closed for vacation, how many had 
special exercises? What were they? Yes, singing 
and speaking, and a real pleasant time. After vaca- 
tion you children expect to go back to school, but 
some of your older brothers or sisters from the high 
schools or colleges have finished their school days, 
and graduated. We call it commencemert when 
school days are over and life-work begins. Before 
these young people left school, somebody made a 
closing address. 


Leadership Closing; 


LESSON. 


To-day we will learn of a dear old man whose life- 
work was nearing its close. He had been for man 
years like a father to a great many people, the chil. 
dren of Israel, so he called them together to hear his 
farewell address. You will know him when you see 
the picture. Yes, Samuel. And who is the man 
beside him? Yes, Saul, the new king. 

After Saul was chosen king, Samuel sent the people 
home. Some lived on the other side of this river 
(make the Jordan). Another king, from the country 
marked A (Ammon), brought a great army, and 
camped against the people who lived here, at Jabesh- 
gilead (make a square, which may later be changed 
to a flag). Of course, the people were afraid, and 
sent messengers quickly to ask their new king, Saul, 
to come and help them. Saul’s home was here, where 
I am making this field, for the messengers met him 
just as he came from the field. Saul sent other mes- 
sengers all over the land asking the people to meet 
him here (make the circle for Bezek). Thousands 
came, and the next morning they marched to help 





their friends across the river, and soon won a great 
victory (complete ‘the flag, and write ‘‘Saul’s Vic- 
tory"). Their enemies were killed or scattered or 
chased toward home by Saul’s army (indicate by dots). 

Of course, the people were very proud of their king, 
and shouted, ‘‘ Long live the king !’’ But Saul said, 
‘To-day the Lord hath wrought salvation in Israel.” 
Samuel wanted them to remember this, too, so he 
said, ‘‘Come, let us go over to Gilgal, and make 
an offering unto Jehovah, and renew the kingdom 
there” (mark Gilgal by a crown). Gilgal had been 
the first stopping-place years before, when the chil- 
dren of Israel came to the Promised Land. Here 
they had made a monument of stones to mark the 
lace where they crossed the Jordan (Josh. 4 : 19,20), 
ere they kept the passover, and here the manna 
stopped (Josh. 5 : 10-12). What a splendid place this 
was for the people to gather to make their offering, 
and to hear Samuel's farewell! (Place in outline.) 

Our picture shows the good old man as he stands 
before the great crowd, and says, ‘‘I am old and 
gray-headed. J hawe walked before you from my 
childhood. Have I ever harmed you, or deceived 
you?” And the people said ‘‘No.” Then Samrfel 
said, ‘‘It was the Lord who brought your fathers 
out of Egypt to this good land. The Lord sent 
Moses and Aaron to lead them through the wilder- 
ness. When enemies came against them, the Lord 
sent leaders to deliver them; yet they forgot the 
Lord, and worshiped idols, like the people round 
about them. When trouble came, ‘‘ then they cried 
unto the Lord in their trouble, and he saved them 
out of their distresses.” Then they promised to serve 
the Lord. 

Then Samuel said, ‘‘ Now you have asked for a 
king, when the Lord, Jehovah, your God, was King. 
Look at your king [recall his appearance]. If you 
and your king fear and serve and obey the Lord, 

ou will fo//ow him [write in outline, ‘ Fear,’ ‘ Fol- 
ow the Lord’]. If you do wickedly, trouble will 
come. Now see what the Lord will do.” 

Children, out in the country this month farmers 
are busy harvesting their grain. What kind of 
weather is best for harvest? Yes, pleasant, dry 
weather, because hay and grain are spoiled by get- 
ting wet. 

It was dry season and harvest-time in Samuel's 
country when Samuel said, ‘‘Is it not wheat harvest 
to-day? I will pray unto the Lord. If he sends 
thunder and rain, you may know you did wrong to 
ask for a king.” The thunder and rain came that 
day, and the people were afraid (see picture. Picture 
cards are issued by the Providence [R. I.] Lithograph 
Co., but should be ordered of your own denomina- 
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tional publisher). They said to Samuel, ‘‘ Pray for 
us, that we die not, because we asked for a king.” 

Then Samuel said, ‘‘ You have done wrong, yet, if 
ou fear and fo//ow and serve the Lord, he will not 
orsake you, for you are his people.” Samuel loved 
them dearly, and said: ‘‘God forbid that I should 
cease to pray for you. I will teach you the good and 
the right way. Only fear the Lord, and serve him 
in truth with all your heart, and remember what 
great things he has done for you.” Drill on text, 
and sing, 


** Serve him, serve him, all ye little children, 
He is love, he is love.’’ 
( Repeat.) 

Children, it was three thousand years ago that 
Samuel spoke these words to the children of Israel, 
but they are just as true to-day. Nations that love 
and serve and fear the Lord are blessed. Nations 
that neglect God’s Book, forget God’s day, or dis- 
obey God’s commands, cannot be blessed. What 
shall our nation be? 

The flags on our banner mean, ‘‘For Christ and 
our country.” We have written, ‘‘The Lord, Jeho- 
vah, our God, is our King.’’ In the heart we wrote 
Serve, and to-day we add Fear, which means to love 
the Lord and follow his commands. How many of 
you will fear God, and keep his commandments ? 
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For the Intermediate Teacher 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


SK your pupils in advance to read Washington’s 
A Farewell Address and compare it with Samuel's. 
Show them the counsels in each which must be 
followed in order to secure a stable and prosperous 
nation. Then emphasize and illustrate : 

1. Samuel’s Honorable Public Career (12 : 1-5). This 
judge of Israel had been from his youth the servant 
of the people in the highest sense. His sons had not, 
and his brief allusion to them (v. 2), is pathetic. But 
the verdict of the people on the integrity of his ad- 
ministration he will have, and it is willingly given 
(v. 4). Point out the confessed frauds of public offi- 
cials this year in St. Louis, Minneapolis, and other 
American cities. Show.how such men are more 
dangerous enemies of our country than any foreign 
foes can be, and impress on your pupils the prime 
necessity of good government,—that our rulers should 
be God’s representatives in administering his justice 
to men. Show them, also, their own responsibility 
in the choice of rulers and in holding them to faithful 
discharge of their duties. 

2. Samuel’s Review of the History of the People 
(vs. 6-11). The government of Jehovah had been a 
series of righteous acts (v. 7). It alwaysis. Samuel 
showed the people how this was true in two respects : 

(1.) In the way of discipline. When they wanted to 
live without Jehovah, he allowed them to try the ex- 
periment. hey hoped to live without the restraints 
of his law, and yet enjoy the protection of his mighty 
arm. That he could not permit, because he could 
not become a partner in their idolatries and immorali- 
ties. That was the meaning of his selling them into 
the hands of the host of Hazor and of the Philistines 
and of the Moabites. It was a discipline to teach 
them how ill they would fare by forgetting him. If 
— had fought for them while they disobeyed 

im, he would by so doing have given them up to 
destruction. Show that the best thing God can do 
for any one or any nation is to teach them, through 
experience, obedience to his laws. 

(2.) In the way of deliverance. As Jehovah sold 
his people when they forgot him, so he redeemed 
them—brought them back—when they remembered 
him again (vs. 10,11). What wiser father is there 
than he who permits his children to learn, when oe 
are determined to disobey him, that disobedience will 
surely lead to disaster ; and that when they call for 
help, no matter how they have come to need it, he is 
always ready to draw near for their relief ? 

3. Samuel’s Charge tothe People (vs. 12-18). There 
are separate counsels for different conditions in life ; 
but the same principles apply to every condition. 
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First of all, authority must be recognized and obeyed. 
Lawlessness is anarchy and ruin. Civil government 
is from God (v. 13). ‘‘ Jehovah hath set a king over 
you.” Next, the fear of God, listening to his com- 
mands and serving him, brings prosperity (v. 14). 
But rebellion against him brings misery and destruc- 
tion (v. 15). The sign which the seer brought im- 
pressed the people, and made them fear both God 
and his appointed ruler (vs. 16-18). We may see a 
more impressive sign in the history of men and 
nations. 

4- Samuel’s Assurance to the People of Jehovah's 
Favor (vs. 19-25). God always loves his people. His 
love is shown in punishment when they neglect him, 
in blessing when they turn repentant to him. This 
is true under every form of government. Your 
fathers had judges, said the last of the judges. 
When your fathers obeyed Jehovah, they triumphed 
over their foes. When they disobeyed him they 
were defeated, You have a king, but you are under 
Jehovah’s rule just as your fathers were. Now, 
therefore, fear, obey, serve, continue following Jeho- 
vah. On these conditions you: will be sure of his 
favor. 

This is the lesson of experience—there is no getting 
away from the law and lead of our God. We may 
refuse his restraints, but we can not go beyond the 
reach of his law. We may legislate for ourselves, 
and insist that we are doing well, but, sooner or later, 
we shall be conscious of the only conditions of our 
peace, and shall understand—it can not be too early, 
and it may be too late—that all our good depends 
on the hand of the Lord, whether it be for us or 
against us. 

Suggestive Questions 


1. The Righteous Ruler. What did Samuel claim 
for his administration? (v. 3.) Who witnessed to it? 
(vs. 4, 5.) What is the highest reward of a ruler? 
Name some of the rulers of this country who enjoy 
this reward. 

2. The Righteous Law. What is the law of God? 
(Deut, 10: 12-14; Matt. 22 : 35-40.) What is the 
reward of keeping his law ? (John 14: 23, 24.) 

3. The Righteous People. What kind of leaders 
do they need ? (v. 23.) What kind of obedience do 
they give to God? (v. 24.) What promise have they 
from God ? (v. 22.) 


- Boston, 
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He best loves his land who is loyal to his Lord. 
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For the Senior Bible Class 
By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 
Saul’s Early Reign 


I, THE GENERAL PREPARATION (1 Sam. 12-14). 


[For each member of the Bible class.] 


Two notable facts are emphasized by the author of 
First Samuel regarding the early reign of Saul. It 
was inaugurated by Samuel himself, who took the 
opportunity to speak words of farewell and exhorta- 
tion to the people. Reminding them of God’s unfail- 
ing support in times of danger, he charged them 
with sinful forgetfulness and‘lack of confidence. A 
spirit of rebellion, he urged, would compel God's 
judgment upon them,—as easy for him as to send a 
thunder-storm in midsummer. When the people in 
awe acknowledged their sin, and asked for his inter- 
cession, Samuel spoke words of comfort and warning 
and encouragement. 

The other fact was the glorious inception of Saul’s 
rulership by the exploit of driving the Philistines back 
to theirown country. This was the first duty before 
him. Saul and his noble son, Jonathan, the pride of 
his heart and the idol of the people. gathered quite an 
army. With characteristic intrepidity, Jonathan at- 
tacked the Philistine garrison nearest him, and in- 
flicted severe loss, This act precipitated a war, which 
at first was to the advantage of the Philistines. They 
came, in overwhelming numbers, up from the plain, 
through Ephraim to Michmash, on the northern side 
of the pass, while Saul and his men confronted them 
on the southern side. Thence the Philistines leisurely 
sent out foraging parties in several directions,—rorth 
and west and southeast. Many of the Hebrews had 
fled away in terror, but Jonathan was not only stout 
of heart, but confident. He had the best of reasons 
for courage, for he implicitly trusted in Jehovah's 

wer to deliver the land from its oppressors. With 

is devoted armor-bearer, he performed a heroic ex- 
ploit which confused and dismayed the Philistines, 
and gave the men of Israel their coveted opportunity 
to attack. From every direction they appeared, to 
take vengeance on their hated foes. Great was the 
victory, but it would have been greater still had Saul 
used good judgment. He declared, in the heat of 
the battle, a fast until nightfall. Unwittingly Jona- 
than broke his command by seizing an opportunity 
to eat as he ran; because of their ravenous hunger, 
the people did even worse, by eating freshly killed 
flesh without waiting for the blood to drain away. 
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Discovering later that some wrong had been done, 
and tracing it to Jonathan, Saul would have capped 
his sheaf of blunders by slaying his broad-minded 
son had not the people intervened. The narrative 
effectively displays the shortcomings of Saul and the 
remarkable qualities of his oe Renee. To the lat- 
ter, verse 43 of chapter 14 does injustice in the 
usual version. Jonathan did not complain, but said, 
‘**I certainly tasted... with the rol in my hand. 
Herelam. lIamreadytodie.” Some students have 
regarded the character of Jonathan as almost ideal. 
His was certainly a remarkable personality. Saul 
would have estranged his people far earlier had it 
not been for the popular trust in Jonathan. 

The last seven verses imply a vigorous and suc- 
cessful outset to Saul’s reign. 


IJ. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 
Note by the Editor.—Professor Sanders has prepared a leaflet 


naming useful books bearing on these Old Testament studies, and 
containing also practical suggestions on the conduct ef a Senior Bible 
Class. It will be sent for a two-cent stamp by the Publishers, 1031 


Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


George Adam Smith’s ‘ Historical Geography” 
(250, 291) gives interesting notes on Michmash. 
Stanley's ‘‘ History of the Christian Church” (chap. 
21) has a vivid study of Saul. The Bible Dictionary, 
or the histories by Kent, Wade, or Ottley, are of 
much help, 


III, Questions For Stupy anp Discussion, 

[To be allotted in advance, by the leader, for careful consideration, 
to members of the class. ] 

1. Samuels Farewell. (1.) How did he assert his 
integrity and unselfishness? (2.) How did he de- 
scribe the active relation of Jehovah with Israel ? 
(3.) What constituted the sinfulness of the request 
for a king? (4.) What did he declare would make 
the expected kingdom a means of fulfilling Jehovah's 
will ? 

2. The Expulsion of the Philistines. (5.) Who 
precipitated the conflict between the Israelites and 
the Philistines, and how? (6.) What was the imme- 
diate result? (7.) How did Jonathan inspire the 
Israelites for a general attack upon the Philistines ? 

3. Jonathan's Personality. (8.) What attractive 
elements of character appear in the description of 
Jonathan given in these chapters ? 

4. Sauls Drawbacks. (9.) By what incidents were 
his impetuosity and narrowness revealed ? 

5. Hits Early Reign. (10.) How does 14 : 47-52 
describe his first years of royalty ? 

IV. Some Leapinc Tuovueuts. 
|General discussion under the leader's direction. ] 

The only safe basis of national advance is obedi- 
ence to a righteous God. 

A short-sighted, impulsive man may do as much 
damage as a positively wicked one. 

YALE UNIVERSITY. 

t 


Better truth through trial than the false in the fair. 
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BOOKS AND WRITERS 
Gee eatin 


The King’s Stewards. By the Rev. Louis Albert Banks, D.D. 
New York: American Tract Society. $1.25. 

Outwardly this is a volume of sermons, but in- 
wardly it is a casket of illustrative gems. Dr. Banks 
is a maker of mosaics. He delves widely and in many 
quarries. He has the knack of bringing away whole 
train-loads of fragments, which he deftly shapes into 
lesserae, rich in gleaming color, lustrous silver, and 
shining gold. These he fits together, and makes a 
shining story, often glorifying in literary art many 
a homely text, while setting in attractive beauty some 
plain every-day duties. Readers of The Sunday 
School Times know well his power, and will not be 
disappointed in these thirty pictorial homilies. 


b 


The Story of the Sunday-School. 
London: Robert Culley. 15., 6d. 
J. Henry Harris, the biographer of Robert Raikes, 
furnishes a thorough and thoughtful history of Eng- 
lish Sunday-school work in its relation to the condi- 
tion of the working classes. The appalling depth 
and uniformity of the social and moral degradation 
of these classes, at the time when Raikes began his 
‘*botanizing in human nature,” are fully set forth 
and substantiated, as is the marvelous conservatism 
and reluctance with which England, largely in pur- 
suance of the Sunday-school impulse, has moved in 
providing public instruction for the masses. The 
influence of American ideas in the development of 
English Sunday-school methods is briefly but fairly 
stated. The stages noted in the progress of Sunday- 
school work are from 1780 to 1831, the Raikes Jubilee; 
from then to the Raikes Centenary in 1880; and 
thence to the close of the century. The full descrip- 


















By J. Henry Harris. 


( Continued on page 342) 
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De Sunday School Gines 


Philadelphia, July 4, 1903 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter.” 


Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, or $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). For 
detailed information, address The Religious 
Press Association, 901 Witherspoon Build- 
ing, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 

75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 

age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 
75 cents each, per year. 

One copy, or any number of 

P) 1 00 copies less than five, will be sent 

to separate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 

- . One free copy addi- 

Free Copies tional will be allowed 

for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 

75 cent rate. 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, unless by special request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the paper to 
enable ali the teachers of a school to examine it, will 
be sent Sree, upon application. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The pundey School ‘Times will be sent to an 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal 
the following rate, which includes postage : 


of the 
nion at 


One or more copies, one year, 6 shillings each 


For Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
27 Paternoster Row, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at ‘the above rate, the 

oer to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the 
subscribers. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TimEs Co.,, Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Sunshine and Strawberries 
Every Day in the Year 


The Map of Mexico 


will show you at a glance that the 
Mexican Central R’y reaches all 
the important points in Mexico. 
The table-land of the Republic is 
traversed in its entirety by the 


Mexican Central 
Railway 


along which line are to be found 
the most desirable resorts in the 
world for both summer and winter. 
Notable among them are Guadala- 
jara, Lake Chapala, and Aguas- 
calientes, which are high and dry, 
and every day in the year pleas- 
ant, and every night cool. 
For information apply to 

W. D. Murdock, G. P. A., Mexico City. 
C. R. Hudsen, Traffic Mgr., Mexico City. 


W. C. Carson, Eastern Agent, 52 Broad- 
way, New York City. 











HRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 
delegates and friends attend- 
ing the National Convention 

at Denver this year should by all 
means take the far famed 


LOOP TRIP 


Denver to Silver Plume and re- 
turn via the 


COLORADO G 
SOUTHERN RY. 


This is the most fascinating one- 
day trip in the country, and is so 
conceded by all who have taken it. 


T. E. Fismer, General Passenger 
Agent, Denver, Colorado 


P.S.—We have many other delightful 
trips that are enjoyed by the tourist nearly 
as much as the “ Loop.”” Handsome ik 
lustrated publications, covering them all, 
sent to any address on receipt of three 
cents to cover postage. T. E. F. 
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Reduced Rates to Atlanta, Ga., 
and Return 
Via Southern Railway, account National Con- 
vention Baptist Young People’s Union 
of America, July 9 to 12, 1903 

On July 6 to 9, inclusive, round-trip tickets 
will be sold to Atlanta, Ga., via the Southern 
Railway, on account of above convention, at 
rate of one fare, plus $1.00, from trunk-line 
territory, final limit, July 15. 

By depositing ticket with Special Agent at 
Atlanta, on or before July 15, and payment 
of fee of fifty cents, an extension of final re- 
turn limit may be obtained to August 15, 
1903. The round-trip rate from Philadelphia 
will be $22.50; proportionately low rates 
from other points, 

Side-trip tickets will be sold from Atlanta 
to various points on July 13 and 14, final 
limit ten days, at rate of one first-class fare, 
plus 25 cents, for the round trip. 

Chas. L. Hopkins, District Passenger 
Agent, Southern Railway, 828 Chestnut St., 
Philadelphia, Pa., will take pleasure in fur- 
nishing all information. 


Pearline. 
is 
Modern 
Soap 


first and best 
Jaid to cleanliness 
No other aid needed 
‘Physicians 

| and Chemists 


commend tt 


hor fabric cole 














“Wonderland 1903° 


Offers an entirely new table of 


contents to its readers. Besides 


Yellowstone Park, which is treated from a somewhat new stand- 


point, and is handsomely illustrated, 
west, a subject of vital importance 


irrigation in the -North- 
to Montana, Idaho, and 


Washington, is discussed; Father Hennepin's travels and ad- 
ventures on the Upper Mississippi in 1680 are exploited ; anda 
chapter on the Mandan Indians of the upper Missouri River forms 


an interesting part of the book. 


The story of a trip with a pack 


train among the Idaho mountains, a chapter on the Puget Sound 
country, an unexcelled region for healthful recreation and pleasure, 
and a lengthy description of the Columbia River and Mt. Hood, 
the finest river and most graceful snow peak, of our country, fill 


out the list of things provided for ‘* Wonderland’ s 


readers. 


Send for the book before planning for your summer outing. 
It costs only six cents, —the amount of postage, —and it is good for 
family reading, good for the home or school, for the library or 
the living-room, for young and old. 


The Northern Pacific want 


you to have the book—that is 


what they publish it for ; so send six cents to CHARLES S. FEE, 
General Passenger Agent, St. Paul, Minn., and get it. 
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tive sketch of Raikes’s Sunday Scholars’ 
Companion, the first lesson-book ever 
issued for the Sunday-school, is one of 
a number of substantial contributions 
that the book will make to the illustra- 
tive material of the American speaker 
and writer on Sunday-school themes, 


“ 
The Problems of the Town Church. By 
George A. Miller. New York: Flem- 


ing H. Revell Company. 75 cents. 

He must be a dull and hopeless pastor 
who cannot get some helpful sugges- 
tions from this very practical discussion 
of needs and methods in church life. 
In the United States, four-fifths of all 
churches are outside of cities, and two- 
thirds of the people live in towns and 
villages. How to make Christ’s mes- 
sage real, Christianity a social force, 
and to get church-members to work 
with half the interest they show in 
business, fashions, or amusements, are 
the great problems of our day. Mr. 
Miller is not a theorist. He knows 
what he is about, and he handles the 
problem of the pastor, as well as of the 
members and non-members. He dis- 
| cusses the Sunday service, church mu- 
| sic, finances and advertising, prayer- 
meeting and Bible study, and especially 
the great question of how to get the 
people at work, to be witness of Christ 
|in city, state, nation, and world. The 
little book is packed with common sense, 
and every page bristles with sugges- 
| tions, 
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The Quest of Happiness: A Study of Victory 
| over Life's Troubles. By Newell Dwight 
Hillis. New York: The Macmillan Com- 
pany. $1.50. 
| Dr. Hillis isa born missionary. Turned 

by circumstances from ministering to 
| souls in Asia or Africa, he among his 
{own countrymen is the persistent 
| preacher of the gospel of joy, of the 
value of the soul, and of the power of 
influence. Sometimes his superabun- 
dance of the thought and word swells 
tumultuously in its utterance, and a 
severe taste cannot approve the form of 
many of his sentences. In this book, so 
daintily equipped with colored borders in 
green ink, we have matured thoughts 
arranged according to a well-thought- 
out plan. A parable runs throughout 

the book, furnishing at each stadium a 
‘* foreword " to each chapter, telling the 
story of God’s education of man, and the 
teachers he has appointed for the life 
school. Besides the author's own afflu- 
ence of illustration, of analysis, and of 
interpretation of the great books and 
writers of the world, he gives a supple- 
mentary list, with authorities used in 





card will bring complete 











To 


(alitornia 


and 


Back 


from Chicago, May 12 to 18 and August 1 to 14. To 
San Francisco and Los Angeles via the 


Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 


Pacific Line 


Tickets good on The Overland Limited and two other fast 
trains from Chicago to San Francisco daily. A postal 


information. 


GEO. J. LINCOLN, Commercial Agent, 818 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





his chapters, and a very carefully made 
index of twenty-nine pages. Thus we 
have here, not only a fascinating vol- 
ume for reading and enjoyment, but 
also a treatise and handbook for study 
and meditation. Let no one think this 
an ordinary holiday book, but rather a 
serious and masterly setting forth of a 
theme which age cannot wither. The 
external and internal helps for the pro- 
duction of happiness, the ways and tools 
and how to use them, the revelation of 
God's purpose and co-operation in mak- 
ing us happy, are here shown by a 
master of men and of their hearts, and 
in a style that gleams with external 
decoration and interior riches on every 


page. 


= 
Incentives for Life, Personal and Public. 
By James M. Ludlow, D.D. New York: 
Fleming H. Revell Company. $1.25. 


Manuals of advice to young men are 
sufficiently plentiful, and, indeed, are 
needed in every generation. Dr. Lud- 
low steps out of the ordinary beaten 
track, and presents in this fascinating 
volume both the negative and the posi- 
tive sides of life, as successful men have 
seen and lived it. Happily for the au- 
| thor, who is a genial pastor also, he 
knows the boys that sit in the pews, 
and one of those, who heard his ser- 
mons years ago, and evidently took in 
what he learned, was Theodore Roose- 
velt. With much of the same literary 
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charm that pleased his readers in De- | 
porah and The Captain of the Janizaries 
the East Orange teacher of men pictures | 
‘the dangerous class in all classes,” and | 
then shows the danger point, which is | 
in an untrained will, that, when weak, | 
creates a condition tantamount to posi- 
tive moral disease. With vigor and | 
clearness the author then shows what are | 
the incentives,—from things little and | 
great, from physical condition, from local 
associations, from the discovery of one’s | 
real self, and especially from religious | 
faith. As full of pointed illustrations as | 
a Christmas pudding is of raisins is this | 
admirable book. Letus hope the young | 
men will read it. The literary and the | 
stalwart make a good combination, we 
see in our chief ruler,—servant of all. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








July 19, 1903. Religion between Sundays. 
Acts 2: 42-47. 





‘Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MoON.—Stedfast in the works (Heb. 10 : 
-25). 

‘greater works’ 


23 
TUES.—The ’ (Acts § 


14-16). 

WED.—Weekday fellowships (1 John 1: 
3) 4): 

THURS.—Daily rejoicing (Psa. 89 : 1-6). 


FR1I.—Continual praise (Psa. 34: 1-7). 
SAT.—All to His glory (1 Cor. 10: 28-31). 











How we may be stedfast in doctrine and 
prayer. 

How we may practice fellowship through 
the week. 


How we may praise God every day of the 
week. 


HE religion of these early Christians 
ran all the time. It was not a 
matter of certain ritual perform- 

ances or formal worship, which, once 
over, left them free to live godlessly the 
rest of the time. It was not a matter of 
compliance with ceremonies and formu- 
las in a set roy at a fixed time. It 
was a spirit of life designed to penetrate 
everything and last all the time. Chris- 
tianity must be this to-day. We may 
not go to communion Sunday morning, 
and then play golf in the afternoon ; or 
worship God on Sunday, and serve ofir- 
selves the other six days of the week ; 
or read our Bibles and pray on Sunday, 
and go in the strength of that for seven 
days. No; genuine religion was a seven- 
day affair then, and it is the same to-day. 
% 

These early Christians prayed every 
day, and lived in Christian fellowship 
and in the truth which the apostles 
taught all the days, and they continued | 
thus in the breaking of bread. There 
seems to have been some approximation 
tothe communioninthis. The principle 
is quite clear. Sunday’s truth and Sun- 
day’s spiritual nourishment are good for | 
Sunday because they are best for all 
days. Pentecost was only the beginning 
of a life of religious reality and joy. It 
was a ufiique experience, but it was not 
to be an isolated and completed experi- 
ence. It set the standard and supplied 
the forms for a constant life of spiritual 
fellowship and service. 

% 

These Christians at once put the gos- 
pel into the most real sort of operation. 
They led their possessions. Each 
contributed according to his ability, and 
each drew out according to his need. 
This is an ideal principle, but it requires 
for its successful application a spirit of 
perfect love and faithfulness. We may 
not take out for our needs if we have 
not put in of our ability. Wherever the 
love of Christ rules in men’s hearts per- 
fectly, they will act on this principle, and 
on no other basis can it ever be made 
Verusalem But in the early church in 





erusalem it was the law of their daily 

ife. It was not a Sunday arrangement. 
We are to be unselfish and helpful and 
generous and faithful every day, or | 
there is no reason for being so any day. | 
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These Christians went to church 
every day. Their church was still the 
temple, and the temple was not con- 
ducted like a modern church. Now no 
virtue attaches to entering a church 
building every day. The value of it is 
the spiritual uplifting and steadying and 
purifying which ought to come from it. 
And if our other duties make it difficult 
to go daily to church for such help, that 
is no reason why we should not have 
the help. We need daily the spiritual 
nourishment which daily attendance at 
the temple helped to bring to these 
Christians, and which daily Bible study 
and prayer will bring to us. 

~ 


And souls were saved every day in the 
week. They ought to be saved every 
day in the week now. Sermons ought 
to result in the salvation of souls, but so 
ought the daily life and work of each 
Christian. If the world is ever'to be 
won, it will not be by conversions every 
seventh day. It will only be by conver- 
sions every day, resulting, not from the 
public preachihg of ministers on Sunday 


only, but even more from the faithful 


work of common Christians who preach 
the gospel daily by their lives and by 
their words. 

% 


Do you pray and read your Bible 
every day ? 


Do you ever go to church except on 
Sunday ? 


Do you make it your effort to help to 
add io the church daily such as are be- 
ing saved ? 


‘xd 
Convention Calendar, 1903 


Centennial Celebration Sunday-school 


Union, at London. . «+ + July 4-11 
National, at Mexico City . ooo e UTS 
International Conference, at 

Winona Lake August 6-10 
Kentucky, at Lexington . . August 18-20 
South Caroliria, at Greenville . . August 25-27 


North Carolina (colored), 
at Raleigh . ie 
Michigan, at Hancock . 
Massachusetts, at Brockton 
Rhode Island, at Providence . 
Pennsylvania, at Scranton . . 
New Brunswick, at Chatham . 
Maine, at South Paris. . 
Ontario, at Smith's Falls 
Nova Scotia, at Truro. . 
Connecticut, at Norwich . 
New Jersey, at Newark. 


. August 28-30 

. September 1-3 
. October —— 

. October 13, 14 
. October 13-15 

. October 13-15 

. October 20-22 
. October 27-29 

. . . October 27-29 
. November 10-12 

. . November 18-20 








Bit Him 
If it had Been a Bear 


Sometimes it is good to be in a position where 
you can turn around to your shelves and take 
down food that is a rebuilder and life saver. A 
prominent grocer of Murrysville, Pa., had heard 
so many of his customers praising the food 
Grape-Nuts that he finally gave it a trial him- 
self. He says: ‘'For several years up to six- 
teen months ago I was hardly fit for business 


| from indigestion which. also affected my head. 


My brain was dull, and I could hardly keep my 
books. 

‘‘One day I heard one of my customers 
praising the food Grape-Nuts so highly that I 
wondered if it would fit my case, so I tooka 
package from the shelf and said that I would 
use it, and even if it failed I would not be much 
the loser. 

** But before I had finished that one package 
such a change came over me that I thought it 
wonderful, and by the time three packages had 
been eaten I had changed so you would not 
believe it if I told you about it. My head grew 
clear, and my mind strong, and my memory was 
very much improved, and I was well in every 
respect. I can only give you a faint idea of all 
the good the food has done me. It is all I eat for 
supper nowadays, and the rest of my family think 
as much of itasI do. Truly itisa great food, and 
if it were not a great food it would not have done 
me so much good, and have such a tremendous 
sale in my store." Name given by Postum Co., 
Battle Creek, Mich. 

Send for particulars by mail of extension of 
time on the $7,500.00 cooks’ contest for 735 
money prizes. 


























































to keep the natural channels of the 
body open. It prevents di/iousness, 
headaches, refreshes the stomach, aids 
digestion, cools the blood, clears the 
brain, Contains no narcotic or irri- 
tant drug. 


Used by American physicians 
nearly 60 years. 
50c. and $1.00. 

At druggists, or by mail from 


The Tarrant Co. 74287 Street. 


‘New York. 
Business established 1834. 





' Rootbeer 
overcomes the effects of the heat 
as nothing else will ; cools, refreshes, 
and invigorates. A package makes 


five gallons, Sold everywhere, or by 
mail for 25 cts. Beware of imitations, 


CHARLES E. HIRES CO., 
Malvern, Pa. 





are perfect In action. Over §0 
years’ experience guides the 
manufacture. Gettheimproved, 
o tacks required. Toavoid 
itations, notice script nameof 
STEWART HARTSHORN on label. 
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The Paper for the 
Home Department 


should contain ample lesson help—please bear in mind 
that the members generally study without a teacher—and 
plenty of good reading-matter, such as is desired in any 
home. And the oftener you can get such a paper into 
the hands of Home Department members and visitors, 
the more closely in touch they will feel with the school 
and the work. 

The Sunday School Times is she paper for the Home 
Department. And now that a special full page is devoted 
to Home Department matters once a month, this paper 
should be in the hands of every member and worker in 
this great field of Sunday-school activity. Page 335 in 
this issue is a specimen of what may be expected at least 
once a month. Please use these blanks. ‘They will ac- 
quaint your Home Department members and workers 
with just the needed help. 
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Haven’t you a Home Department? If 
not, let us tell you how to organize one 
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When mailed to The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 
with 25 cents for each subscription desired, this certificate is good for as many six 
months’ (26 weeks) trial subscriptions as may be ordered either on this blank or 
with it,—at-one-half the regular six months’ rate. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Enclosed you will find $. . for which please send The Sunday School Times 
on trial for six months to the following addresses, and to any others that I enclose with 
this certificate, at the trial rate of 25 cents each. None that I send have been sub- 
scribers within the last six months. 


Name. . Name. 

Address . Address . 
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The amount may be sent in stamps, money order, or by check. 
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This lean M. D. is Doctor Brown, 
Who fares but ill in Spotless Town. 
The town is so extremely clean 

It is no wonder he is lean. 

He's lost all patients now, you know, 
Because they use SAPOLIO. 


Health and dirt cannot exist to- 
ether. If a housewife wants the 
octor in frequent attendance, and 
big bills coming in constantly, all she 
has to do is to let the dirt get ahead of 
her. If, on the contrary, she wants 
health, and a pleasant home with no 
dread of Doctors, let her buy 

















BE WIS Don’t keep on experiment- | 
ing with false claims of 
speculators. The cereal food question as pers | = 
fected by the originators is of interest both to { 
yourself and friends. The information furnished, 
as the result of twenty-six years of successful 
scientific investigation, will be sent you for postal 
card request. 
THE PRANKLIN —, COMPANY. 
KPORT. N. Y. 











Advertisements have introduced you 
to some of the best things you have. 














Sure Now 
The Truth About Coffee 


It must be regarded as a convincing test when 
a family of seven has used Postum for five years, 
regaining health and keeping healthy and strong 
on this food drink. 

This family lives in Millville, Mass., and the 
lady of the household says: ‘ For eight years 
my stomach troubled me all the time. I was 
very nervous and irritable, and no medicine 
helped me. 

‘‘T had about given up hope until, five years 
ago next month, I read an article about Postum 
Cereal Coffee that convinced me that coffee was 
the cause of all my troubles. I made the Postum 
carefully, and liked it so much I drank it in 
preference to coffee, but without much faith that 
it would help me. 

‘* At the end of a month, however, I was sur- 
prised to find such a change in my condition. 
I was stronger in every way, less nervous, and at 





LINEN WON’T WILT 


if starched with starch that has plenty of aay 
Starch that goes in—fills the pores o 
making it frm; yet pliable. Collars starched with 


KINGSFORD’S 


OSWEGO 


Siiver Gloss Starch 


Stand up under all conditions of weather and wearer. em 
have the body and staying quality that last until relaunder 
Sold by all Grocers. 


city. 





THE 
OSWEGO 
STARCH 

FACTORY, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 











and elasti- 
the linen, 


(Lesson for July 19) 


your letter ‘*s 
colors, style, ‘and about price preferred. 





JULY 4, 1903 


B. & B. 


shelf-emptying reductions 
$1.00 and $1.25, Wide Broche Stripe— 


Black and White Silks, 65c. 


$1.25 and $1.50, Self-Embroidered and 


Color Printed, Genuine Shantung Pongees, 
75¢- 


25c. Poplinettes—plain White—medium 


weight—especially suitable for Waists or 
Blouse Suits, 15c. 


Genuine Imported Scotch Madras, D. & J. 


Anderson make, 40c. to 65c. qualities, 25c. 
—65c. and 75c. ones, 40C. and 50c. 


Hundreds of patterns, double width, 


Woven and Printed Madras—White or Col- 
ored grounds, 10c., 


12%c., 1§c., and 25c. 


30-inch wide, prettily Figured, Printed 


Dimities, 64{c. a yard—desirable for cool 
costumes, 


For a attention, be sure to mark 
. ST. 25,” and state clearly 


BOGGS & BUHL 
Allegheny, Pa. 














SAPOLIO |; 


and easily keep every thing clean. | : | 


Term 
} of Virgin 


Educational 


Peekskill Military Academy 


PEEKSKILL-ON-HUDSON, N. Y. 
70th Year. Prepares 

and Government 
. Thorough business 

egents’ grade certif- 

Hicate. U.S. ‘Army Officer de- 
tailed by War Department. 
F New and full q 
Gymnasium. Fort 
catalogue, apply to 
THE PRINCIPALS. 


‘Mary Baldwin Seminary "?: Pesseste 


Ms igh oy VIRGINIA. 
8 Sept. 3rd, 1908. In Shenandoah Valiey 
Hy 266 students from 27- y= t session, 
-- Boter-any time. 
Miss E. C, WEIMAR. . Principal. 


New Yor« City, 83 East ssth Street. 


Bible Teachers Training School 


Inc rated by Regents of University of New York. 
Six departments. T pe Y ane Graded Courses. Special 
one year course. Add 


Dr. Wilbert "W. White, President. 


- The Temple College 


(University for the employed), Philadelphia, 
Pa. Theology by correspondence or residence 
leading to degrees. Thorough courses. Send | 


for catalog. Russell H. Conwell, President. | 
Mercersburg Academy »,Pa. | 


boys 
feleote habits of study, broad attainments, sound 
‘Address and Christian manliness. 





nipped 
lustrated 




















Mercersbur; 
Aims to teac 


Terms moderate. 


ress ess William Mann Irvine, Ph.D., President. 








if the advertisements herein pay you, 
Shey pay the advertiser and the pub- 
shers. 














Church Paurnishings 


YELLOWSTONE 
NATIONAL PARK 


‘‘The Yellowstone Park ts some- 
thing absolutely unigue in this 
world, as faras Iknow: Nowhere 
else in any civilized country ts 
there to be fouund such a tract of 
veritable wonderland, made ac- 
cestble to all visitors, where at the 
same time not only the scenery of 
the wilderness, but the wild crea- 
tures of the park, are scrupulously 
preserved.’ —President Roosevelt, 


This delightful spot is more 
easily reached via the Union Pa- 
cific than by any other line. The 
stage ride from Monida, by the 
splendid Concord Coaches of 
the Monida & Yellowstone Stage 
Co., is through scenery hardly in- 
ferior to the park itself. 

The popular route to Yellow- 
stone Park is now via the Union 
Pacific. Very low rates during 
June, July, and August. 

For further information call on 
or address 


J. T. Henpricxs, R. Tensroeck, 
Gen’! Agent, Gen’! Agent, 
UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD 
802 Chestnut St., 287 Broadway, 
Philadelphia, Pa. New York City. 





It is admitted by all chitin that the 
American 
Standard Edition 
of the 


REVISED 
BIBLE 


gives the meaning of the ‘ori iginal better than any 
other translation of the Holy riptures. 

The Sunday School Times says: “It is the standard 
translation for the English-speaking wore 





Prices from $1.00 upwards. all book- 
tellers, or -_ catalogue. wy , 


THOS. NELSON & SONS, Pubs., 37-41 E. 18th St., New York 


Scenes of the 





To familiarize the 
public with the gran- 
deur and beauty of the 


Rock Mountains, the 
Rockies 222% iin: Railway 
(Pike’s Peak Route) will for- 


ward, postpaid, upon receipt of price, the following : 
4 Bena. mow, = steel engraving, 26X40 inches, of 
erman Pass, Colorado (11,500 feet above sea 
ge 50c. 
Twenty-five photographic views of Rocky oun. 
tain scenery, each 9X7 inches, per set. . . $1.00 
Send money order, New York or Chicago draft te 
C. H. SPEERS, Gen’! Pass. Agt., Denver, Cole. 


OXFORD BIBLES 


New styles 
are 
constantly 
being 
issued. 


Send for 
catalogue. 








Of all 

booksellers. 

Oxford University Press (American Branch) 
91 and 93 Fifth Avenue, New York. 











Individual Communion Service 


Made of several 
materials, with 
or without 
handle. 


Ryae Sor particulars. Geo. H. nger, Mer. 
256 and 258 Washington St., “Posten, 'M Mass. 





the end of six months I had recovered my 
strength so completely that I was able to do a 
of my own housework. 
Postum did us, I knew that what you claimed for 
Grape- Nuts must be true, and we have all used 
that delicious food ever since it first appeared | 
on the market. 

** We liave seven in our family, and I do the 
work for them all, and I am sure that I owe my 
strength and health to the steady use of your 


Because of the good | 


fine cereal food and Postum (in place of coffee.) | 


I have such great faith in Postum that I have 
sent itto my relatives, and I never lose a chance 
to speak well of it."" Name furnished by Pos 
tum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

Ice-cold Postum with a dash of lemon él 
delightful 


** cooler’’ for warm days. 


Send for particulars by mail of extension of 


time on the $7,500.00 cooks’ contest for 735 
money prizes. 








Send for FREE catalogue and list of 
2,000 churches now using our cups. 


| Sanitary Communion Outfit Co., Dept. 23 Rochester, N.Y. 


FOR SALE ewig Cherch » a Mason 


| He miin ‘* Liszt '’ two-manual, pedal organ, in first- 
| cone Address George C. Hetzel, lreasurer, 
| Ridley Park, Pa. 








LY MYER ae shift uate 
CHURCH Qi i iatemnisn 


L L Ss . TELL 
rr TO CINCINHAT’ BELL FOUNDRY Co. CINCINAATI, 6. 









CHIMES 
and PEALS 
Best Superior Copper and Tin. Get our price. 
McSHANE BELL OUNDRY, | Baltimore, Md. 





| health and pleasure resorts such as Monteagle, Sewa- 


by the Ridley Park Presby- | 


When an advertisement in this 
rsuades you to write to the advertiser, 
persuaded to name the paper when 
you write. 














A Delightful Place to 
Spend the Summer 


In the highlands and mountains of Tennessee and 
Georgia, along the line of the Nashville, Chatta- 
nooga, & St. Louis Railway, may be found many 
nee, Lookout Mountain, Bersheeba Springs, Fast 
Brook Springs, Estill Springs, Nicholson Sprin 
and many others. The bracing climate, splendid 
mineral waters, romantic and varied scenery, com- 


| bine to make these resorts unusually attractive to 


| charge. 





those in search of rest and health. A beautifully 
ilustrated folder has been issued by the N. C. & 
St. Louis Ry., and will be sent to any one free of 


W.L. DANLEY, General Passenger Agent 
Nashville, Tennessee 
Mention this oe 


THE, GENUINE. WENEELY BELLS 


The most perfect, Nebe est class bells in the vor y 














Degree Bible Course 





by mail. Senay, at home. Distance no 
hindrance is book, “Home Bible 
Study,” free, if you enroll now. Terms 


easy. Best testimonials. For free cata- 
logue, write C. BURTON, Pres. 
ee Christian College, Oskaloosa, 


LOANED FREE 


32-page pamphlets of new and suitable Sacred Songs 
ren Camp Mectings and evan = 4 services. 


The Bigiow & Main Co., New Chicago 











$25.00 to Colorado and Return 
via Chicago & North-Western R’y, Chicago 
Colorado Springs, and Pueblo, 


Good returning August 31. 


| to Denver, 
July 1 to to. 
Correspondingly low rates from all points 
east. Colorado 
Special only une night en route. Write for 
booklet, ‘*‘ Colorado Illustrated.’’ All agents 
sell tickets via this route. M. O. ADAms, 


Two trains a day to Denver. 





Meneely | & Co., Ww aterviiet, Wes est Troy P. U., 





504 § Smithfield St., Pittsburg, Pa, 











| America’s Summer Resorts 


For a copy 
G. P. A., New York Central, 


send a 2 stamp p to "George H. |. Daniels, 
New York. 





